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My life as a child New Website now accessible
. Update: The new website is now online although is still being fine-
dur Ing World war I I tuned. Whilst this is happening we are running the old website

alongside. Parish Record transcriptions to date are now available.
The task of loading the Monumental Transcriptions has now
begun so these will begin to appear throughout the summer.

| was 6 years old when World War ||
started. | remember my father
threatening me and my brother to keep
quiet when the news was on the wireless
so that he could hear how close the Germans were to invading this country.

We were all issued with gas mask as Germany had used a lot of poison gas during World War | and we
were afraid they would do so again. We had to take the gas masks with us at all times.

| attended Mount Street School, in Brecon, and a siren was used to warn of a possible air raid , and when
the siren sounded we had to leave the school and go to a house in Alexander Road which had a very big
cellar which the school used as an air raid shelter, and the teacher would read stories to us until the all
clear siren sounded. All the windows in the school were criss-crossed with tape to avoid flying glass if the
windows were shattered by an explosion.

During the war the clocks were put forward two hours in the summer, and | remember going to catch the
school bus in the dark, and it was daylight till
about eleven o’clock at night.
Children were evacuated from London and
other big cities to the countryside, and many
came back after the war to live in the areas
where evacuated to
Home Guard units were formed, and my
father-law was made sergeant as he was the
only one with a car. During the night all
windows had have blackout curtains so that
no light could be seen by the German planes.
One night a farm near Glasbury must have
B . or oo™ " - had a light showing, as a German plane

2 10z Cheese 5 . . .

Weekly Food Ration 2 B dropped his bombs in a line over the farm
house. The bombs landed about 100 yards
apart, and a bomb landed each side of the farmhouse without touching it.

Before reading the news the newsreader would often say lines from poems or sayings, such as "Mary had a
little lamb” or “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”. | wondered why they did this. | later learned
that they were coded messages to the Resistant Movements in France and other countries.

Ration books were issued for food, clothing and petrol. Sweets were also rationed and we were allowed two
ounces a week which was the equivalent of one small bar of chocolate. As we lived on a farm we were able

to produce a lot of our own food. We were allowed to kill two pigs for our own use a year, and there were

plenty of rabbits on the farm. As they were not rationed they were a good source of income.

After 14 years rationing finally ended in 1953 when the restrictions on the sale and purchase of meat and
bacon were lifted.
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Farmers were told that they had to grow to grow more wheat and other arable crops to try and make up
for the shortage of food coming from America and Canada. Machinery Depots were set up where farmers
could hire machines that they didn’t have. Soldiers were sent to help
with the harvesting in the first years of the war, then Italian
prisoners of war were sent to work on the farms. When they were
repatriated German prisoners of war were sent to work on the
farms.

When the blitz started on Cardiff, Swansea and Newport, which are
about 50 miles away from where | lived, we could see the sky lit up
at night by the fires that were burning in these towns, and
searchlights criss-crossing the sky trying to light up the German
planes

When the American troops came to this country in 1942, we would
go down to the main road and wait for a convoy to come by and we
would shout to the soldiers “Any gum chum” and some of the
soldiers would throw chewing gum and chocolate to us.

Late one night, we heard loud aircraft noise, we looked out of the
window and the sky was full of aeroplanes there were hundreds of
them. We learned later that there had been a big parachute attack Ration Coupons
on Arnhem in Holland, which was later depicted in the film “A Bridge
Too Far.”

When the war ended there were sports and tea parties held everywhere to celebrate the victory.

Robert Eckley.

Free Online Resources

There are lots of free resources out there on the Internet. Copy and paste the web addresses into your browser.

The Army Children of the First World War Project

This is part of The Army Children Archive (TACA) which aims to chronicle the history of army children. The
section on children of the First World War concentrates on the 1914-18 period during which many
youngsters became temporary army children as their normally civilian fathers became soldiers for the first
time, some joining voluntarily and others because they were conscripted. The project therefore broadens the
usual focus of TACA beyond the children of regular soldiers to encompass those of all British soldiers between
1914 and 1918. There are galleries of photographs showing soldiers and their families, some with names
attached and others anonymous.

Copy and paste the following address into your browser. http://www.archhistory.co.uk/taca/1914-18.html

Family Search: an update

A presentation given to the Society of Genealogists (and reported in their April 2018 Newsletter) reveals
that in 2017, 363 million digitised records were added to the site and a further 50,000 books containing 15
million pages made available.

Since many new records and documents are being digitised daily it has become apparent that not all
records have been indexed. For this reason using the Catalog tab and searching by place name can tell us
what documents are available.
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It is also now necessary to register in order to be able to access the site. There is no charge.

One part of Family Search which has been developed separately from the main site is a map of Great
Britain showing the 185l Jurisdictions for England and Wales. By clicking on the “Layers” tab and using the
various overlays it is possible to discover which Registration District, Poor Law Union or Rural Deanery your
parish of interest was in. | have to admit that | found it slow going. | could not connect to the area of the
map | wanted to and because of this could not play around with the Layers tab. This might have been a
problem with my broadband. Nevertheless | would suggest having a go at this.

This can be found at http://maps.familysearch.org.

Unwanted Certificates
So often we end up with certificates which
prove not to be our ancestor. Rather than
let them go to waste we are instituting a
section each month listing them for the
benefit of any member who might be able
to use them. If anyone has any they
would like to donate please let me know.

The Role of Brecon in the story of Richard Ill
[part 2] — Henry Stafford, 2" Duke of
Buckingham.

The Beacon

This free A5 monthly glossy magazine distributed
in Brecon and its surrounding villages contains a
“Your History” column, contributed by the BLFHS,
which often offers an interesting article about the
area. This month: The Role of Brecon in the story
of Richard [Il

The wealthy and influential Stafford family, Dukes of
Buckingham, held the Lordship of Brecon.

Initially a
supporter
of Richard lll, all was lost when Henry Stafford joined others to
relieve Richard Il of the Crown and put Henry Tudor on the
throne. The rebellion failed, and Henry Stafford was executed and
his lands seized for the king.

After Richard Il was killed by Henry Tudor at the Battle of
Bosworth the new king, Henry VI, rewarded the Stafford family
for their loyalty. Edward, 3rd Duke of Buckingham, who was born
in Brecon Castle in February 1478, was restored to all the rights of
his father. It was Edward who, in about 1510, built Buckingham
tower at St Mary’s Church in the centre of Brecon. Buckingham
Place is also a reminder of the Lordship.

Edward Stafford was powerful in the English Court. In 1521,

however, he boasted of his royal connections and claim to the

throne, at the time when Henry VIII (son of Henry VII) had no
Buckingham Tower
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legitimate heir. Henry VIII executed Edward Stafford as a potential threat to his throne.

The Buckingham estates, which included Brecon, reverted to the Crown. The Lordship was not restored and
in its place there appeared the County of Brecknock.

¢

Don’t forget — | am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me know if you
have anything you would like to share!!!!

I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article. If you are passionate about a
subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an email at the
usual address

If anyone would like to write something | would be very pleased to receive it — I do find sometimes that the
month comes around very quickly so an offering from a member would give me a bit of respite!

¢

Latest Website Statistics

Month Unique visitors Number of visits Hits
Jan-18 5od 1,746 2,671 7,413
Feb-18 611 1,536 4,196 9,937
Mar-138 520 1,349 10,212 21,702
Apr-18 449 1,255 4,313 9,721
May-18 271 666 2,134 5,576
Jun-18 0 0 0 0
Jul-18 0 0 0 0
Aug-18 0 0 0 0
Sep-18 0 0 0 0
Oct-18 0 0 0 0
Mowv-18 0 0 0 0
Dec-18 0 0 0 0
Total 2,545 6,552 23,526 54,349
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Interesting newspaper snippets

TATL.GARTH. I

Inquests.~—Mr D. W. J. Thomas, coronex, noid
an inquiry touching the death of Evan Davies
(65), a farmer residing at Llaneglwys, Llandefalle,
who, when in the fair on Friday last, was knocked
down by a horse ridden by a man named Thomas,
residing at Clyro, and died on Sunday. The
inquiry was adjourned to Saturday for a post-
mortem examination, and that the man Thomas
might attend.—An inquest was also held on the
body of Wm. Johnston Watkins, aged seven
weeks, son of Margaret Watkins, a domestic
servant residing at Penbont, Talgarth. Verdict
of “ Death from natural causes.”

QUEER STORY FROM LLANDRINDOD WELLS.

Sir,—Permit me a small space in your next issue to
seek for an explanation of a SEPANEZe scene witnessed
last week. A party of wounded soldiers arrived at our
railway station by the 4.15 train. The guide took them
over the railway bridge into High Strect, along Park
Terrace, across the Recreation Ground, into Temple
Street, up Spa Road, and thence to an auxiliary hospital
in Cefnllys Read. One of the men was exceedingly
lame, and was assisted by a passer-by in carrying his
kit.  Now, sir, everyone knows there is a much shorter
read to the particular establishment to which the men
were conducted, and T would like to ask (1) why was
the long route chosen for the men at the end of a long
railway journey, and (2) will the respected manager of
the Rock Park Spa Auxiliary Hospital or the rev. sar'h
Kindly tell me who the genius was who thought out thi:
long and weary march for our rheumatic soldiers on ar
rival at the spa.—Yours, &e.,

Llandrinded Welis,
Mareh 24th, 1917.

MaN ABOUT Toww.

.

South Wales News 8" Dec 1897

CRICKHOWELL MAN'S KINDLY
THOUGHT.

Such is the patriotism of Mr George T. Mat-
thews, a New York Tea King, who, 40 years ago,
left his home at Crickhowell to settle in America,
that he has forwarded to Alderman W. Jones,
Mountain Ash, a large consignment of tea, to-
bacco, gloves, socks, and other goods for the
South Wales Borderers.

———————")
v

Brecon and Radnor Express 2l Jan [915

Brecon Radnor Express 29 Mar 1917
Sad to say | couldn’t find any reference
to a reply to this story so we’ll perhaps
never know what logic (or not!) was
behind the reason for the chosen route.

STRANGE BEHAVIOUR AT AN HOTEL.
SIVEWRIGHT WILL CASE.

SOME *“'DOGGY' STORIES.

‘.

Some amuding evidence was given at Penderyn
petty sessions, on Thursday, during-the hearing
of cases in which people were summoned for not
taking out dog licences.

In one case Mr Hodge, revenue officer from
Brecon, produced a letter from the defendant,
stating, “‘My dog is a yo! Spaniard ["’

In another case a police officer went to the de-
fendant's house and called up the stairs, ‘‘Have
you & licence?"” The man shouted, “No,ll'm bad
m&'mxt man summoned told the conrt that
his dog was not six months old when the officer
called at the house, as it was born on the 25th
October. b

*“How do you know?" asked Mr Hodge. ‘‘Be-
cause,’”’ replied the defendant, ‘I am the owner
of the dog. Besides, my sow had seven pigs and
the bitch ten pups on same date.”

—_—

In the Sivewright will case at Edinburgh on Thuré-
day, Miss Woolley, manageress of the mp Housé

— e ot —

Hotel, Llandrindod, described Sir James Slvewrighg:.

hehaviour after his arrival there on August Sth.
slapped witness on the back and said, "“Miss Woolley, 1
love you."” At dinner he was very noisy, and took up
the entrees with his fingers. Next morning he went 0
witness and complained that there wag a liar, a thiefs
and a traitor on the premises.  Other visitors s
of the noise he had been making sinoce 8 o'clock in the
morning. At breakfast he drank part of his tea and
threw the remainder on the dining-room carpet. There
were complaints from the visitors about his language.

Describing Sir James's removal to an asylum, a wit?
ness said there was a struggle, and he had to be carried
away by three men.

The hearing was adjourned.

i e

Brecon and Radnor Express | Jun 1915

Brecon and Radnor Express 14 Jun 1917
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SCHOOL CASES, ¢
Mr A G Phillips, attendance officer, sum-
moned James Pugh for not sendiang his children
to school. There were two summonses, and

defendant was fived 10s in each case. May Meeting Review: The Armstrong Murder
John Powell, Waenmynach, was sum:moned
for a like offence and fined 10s, Walk

The May meeting took the form of a visit to Hay on Wye where Peter Ford (of Hay History Group) led us
on the “Armstrong Murder Walk”. Although most of us knew about Herbert Armstrong, who allegedly had
murdered his wife, we weren’t aware of a lot of the background information and detail of the case.

The walk took us around Hay town viewing the buildings where the main characters worked or lived and
which were important to the story. Peter Ford related each part of the story as we made stops along the
way. We then left the town and walked to Cusop Church, where Mrs Armstrong had been buried and to
the house across the road from the church where her body had lain awaiting autopsy, again making stops to
continue the story. The walk back to Hay along lanes and fields was also much enjoyed, as we debated
whether or not Armstrong would have been convicted today, given that much of the evidence against him
was circumstantial.

¢

Website

Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk

Facebook

The society now has a Facebook page. Check it out at www.facebook.com/breconblfhs

Facebook also has many other groups where you can find info on the history of a place. One such new
community site is “Memories of old Brecon” — it is a closed group which you ask to join. When you are
accepted you can see the wonderful photographs about Brecon and its people with all the interesting
memories from members. To find this group type Memories of old Brecon into the search box at the top of
the Facebook page.

Next Meeting

Date/Time: ~ Tuesday June 5th 2018 2pm
Place: Brecon Library

Subject: AGM: Members will elect the Management Committee for 2018-19. There will be a talk
afterwards by Alison Noble — Memories of a Tenancy.


http://www.blfhs.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/breconblfhs

