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Exploring Death Duties New Website now accessible

1796-1903 Update: The new website is now online although is still being fine-
tuned. Whilst this is happening we are running the old website
Alongside the usual documents we can alongside. Parish Record transcriptions to date are now available.
explore whilst searching for our family The task of loading the Monumental Transcriptions has now
history; census, records of births, begun so these will begin to appear throughout the summer.

marriages and death, burial and baptism

entries, there are the Death Duty

Registers. These can be very useful although they can be difficult to interpret. At the moment there is
little available online apart from the Indexes and some early Registers for the pre-18Il period but they can
be useful documents so perseverance with them can reap rewards.

The system was put in place to record if someone owed death duties and if so how much. The duties
payable were legacy duty, succession duty and estate duty. Today we would call then Inheritance Tax. At
this stage it only applied to personal property.

The records are a useful device for family historians as they often include information about the deceased
and the deceased’s family, some of which has been updated with further information. The Death Duty
Registers ceased to be kept in 1903 as the Registry system was replaced but the Registers continue to be
updated with new information so can be a very valuable source of family information.

The Registers are indexed and it is the Index which provides the link to the relevant Register. Before 1858
Wills were processed by the probate courts of the Church. The Probate Court sent the Will to the Inland

Revenue who then calculated if there was any duty to be paid. Estates worth more than £20 were included
but duty was not collected on estates worth less than £1500.

The Register System was divided into two. The first recorded the Wills of the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury and the second dealt with the Diocesan or “country courts” such as Brecon, Llandaff etc.
Before 1812 the entry in the Register contained a short abstract of the will.

The Index to the Registers provides the link to the relevant Death Register entry. It usually records the
name of the deceased, (testator), the date of the will, the Court the will was granted probate in and the
last known abode.

The National Archives holds these Registers in record series IR26 and the indexes in IR27.
What information might be found in the Registers?

The Index will record the name of the testator, last known address, executor and the court into which the
will was probated. A reference will then provide the link to the relevant entry in the Death Duty Registers.
The Register and Folio Number is important as without it the entry may likely not be found. The Register
entry usually contains details of who benefited from the will and what they were left as well as the value of
the bequests, rate of duty payable and when paid and the total duty. There is also details of the
relationship (described as Consanguinity) between the legatee and the deceased. Other information some of
which can be added later might include date of death of spouse or beneficiary, names and dates of birth of
children of beneficiaries, date of marriage of beneficiary, changes of address of beneficiaries and
sometimes cross references to other entries. Whilst some amendments are written in plain English others
are referred to by annotations which are somewhat difficult to understand. The National Archives has
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produced a help guide on Death Duties [793-1903 which contains a list of commonly used abbreviations and
annotations.

How to search the Indexes

These can be found on Find My Past or by searching in person at the National Archives in IR27. Via FMP
search the relevant database; lndex to Death Duty Registers, which can be found in the A-Z index option.
The entry can be searched for by the name of the deceased, date of death and/or the county they resided
in. Once you have found an entry the relevant Folio number should be recorded as this will direct you to the
correct Death Duty Register. The only Death Duty Registers digitised so far are those for the county
courts 1793-18ll. These can be downloaded from the NA site at a cost of £3.50 each. Otherwise Registers
from 1812 onwards must be viewed at the National Archives or a copy of the entry can be purchased from
them by searching for the relevant index entry in the catalogue. Be warned; this can be expensive!

Here is an example of an entry in the Index. The deceased was called William Israel. The Folio number can
be seen in the extreme right hand column; 30l
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Entry in the Index for William Israel of Llantwit Fardre, Glam. Died 1871 Probate Court Llandaff. Register
Folio No 301, Executor Mary Morgan (daughter).

Having found the entry in the Index. If you can’t visit the Archives to view the Register entry you can
order a copy from the National Archives. To do this you must first find the relevant entry in their
catalogue. Search in IR 26 by the year of death and whether or not it is a Will or an Administration. Page
through the entries until you find the relevant one covering the Folio No, Date of death and Will or
Administration. Here is the entry for William Israel’'s Death Duty Register Entry — 1871 Folio 301.

Will register: surnames H - J, folios 265-533

Reference: IR 26/2688
Description: Will register: surnames H - J, folios 265-533
Date; 1871

You can now request the document from the National Archives; they will usually inform you of the cost
before you confirm your order.

Some of the details in the Registrar entry for William Israel can be seen in the images below.
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The additional information recording the death of Mary Morgan, the Executrix

The pages of the Register are very large and the columns stretch across two sheets or more. In this set of
columns we see the name of the deceased, his date of death and address, the date of his Will (Il Nov 1874)
and the name of his Executor, Mary Morgan. Note the added information recording her death on 3" June
1894. On the following page further columns note Mary as the wife of Thomas Morgan and her relationship
to William (Consanguinity), he being her father. The remaining columns record the Duty payable although the
information recorded is somewhat confusing with many annotations added after the relevant death and
probate dates.
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The details of the legacies are itemised in the Legacies column. See the images below. What is not shown is
that he also gave to his three daughters £100 each, a share in a Public House called The Swan Inn and all his
Residuary Chattels and Effects.

Here we see how William divided up his 12
Leasehold properties.

o
3 ST

This relates to a bequest of 12 Leasehold properties which William willed to his three daughters. A note in
perncil below relates to a letter from a Surveyor giving the actual addresses of the properties as they are
only listed as being “built on land in Tonteg, part of the Estate of the Marquess of Bute’.

I am unsure whether this letter would still exist although there are some documents still in existence for
the period 1812-1836.

Many of the annotations are in pencil made over time are in pencil and are often extremely difficult to read.
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This section is meant to show the details of the value of the bequests as well as the duty payable. However,
the columns are not consistently used for the information which in this case is difficult to understand. The
two left hand columns detail the status of the Executor; in this case Mary Morgan is described as the wife
of Thomas Morgan and what her relationship with the deceased is; that he was her father.

The Death Duty Registers can be of inmense use in finding out more about an ancestor and although some
of the annotations are impossible to decipher the main body of information can still be very useful.

The National Archives has produced a useful guide to the Death Duty Registers which can be found
athttp://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/death-duties-1796-19

Sue Ashton
[Document examples from personal
collection]

Free Online Resources

There are lots of free resources out there on the Internet. Copy and paste the web addresses into your browser.

History Points

History Points delivers Welsh History to your mobile. The BLFHS now has a page on this website which can
be found at http://www.historypoints.org/index.php?page= reconshire-local-and-family-history-society

Look out for our QR codes on windows, fences, doors, walls, gateposts and noticeboards at more than 1,000
places across Wales. Simply scan the codes with your smartphone or tablet to read a concise history of the
object in front of you.

The site can also be browsed from a desktop computer. Every featured location — which we call a HiPoint —
is mapped, so it’s a doddle to find your way to interesting places after you've read about them. Take your
mobile when you go, then use the QR codes to refresh your memory!

¢

Unwanted Certificates
So often we end up with certificates which
prove not to be our ancestor. Rather than
let them go to waste we are instituting a
section each month listing them for the
benefit of any member who might be able
to use them. If anyone has any they
would like to donate please let me know.


http://www/
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Chairman’s Report 2018

This last year has been has been fairly quiet.

We started the year with a visit to the Havard Chapel, Brecon Cathedral for a talk about the Rorke’s Drift
Memorials in the Chapel. We continued with our monthly talks, including in October a talk by Rob Stephens
about his family’s droving experiences and showed his collection of old and unusual farm tools.

In March we had our annual Sunday lunch at Cradoc Golf Club, where twenty members enjoyed an excellent
meal, and | would like to thank Joan Millard for organising it. We finished the year with a trip to Hay-on-
Wye with a very interesting talk and tour of the Armstrong Murder Trail.

John Ball finished as webmaster last year, so Jennie Williams became the new webmaster and has been
designing the new website, which is now up and running alongside the old website for the time being, and |
would like to thank Jennie for the hard work she has put in setting up the new site.

Sue Ashton has continued to produce some excellent Newsletters, and | would also like to thank her for
them. It is hard work finding articles for the Newsletter, and she would be very pleased to receive articles
of interest from any of you.

Mary Zorkoczy has led a small group of Transcribers since 2014. Under her leadership the team produced
an enormous amount of excellently transcribed Parish Records, Bishop’s Transcripts and Non-Conformist
Records, for our members to view. Mary has decided to stand down from this work, and on behalf of the
committee and our Members | wish to express our thanks to her and her team members for their
contribution to the Society.

We are now starting our eighth year and have an interesting programme of talks etc. commencing with an
Historic walk around Brecon, led by Margaret Sommers, starting from the Cathedral. | look forward to
seeing you all at future meetings. Finally | would like to thank my fellow committee members for their hard
work and support they have provided over the last year, and | look forward to working with them in the
future.

Robert Eckley

Dr Coke’s Chapel, Lion Street, Brecon
The Beacon

This free A5 monthly glossy magazine distributed
in Brecon and its surrounding villages contains a
“Your History” column, contributed by the BLFHS,
which often offers an interesting article about the

area. This month: The Role of Brecon in the story )
SURIchar ] He was regarded as the Father of Methodist

Missions and he founded the Methodist Episcopal
Church in America

Dr Thomas Coke was born in 1747 and there is a
brown plaque above the door of his birthplace in the
High Street. The building is now occupied by the
“Premier” Convenience Store.

Dr Coke’s Chapel, a bilingual Wesleyan Methodist chapel was originally built in 1770, on the corner of Free
Street and Little Free Street, and was refurbished in 18I5.
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The original Free Street chapel has long been
demolished and has been replaced by
terraced houses.

In 1834, a new Wesleyan Methodist Chapel
was built off Lion Street. It cost £2,000 to
build.

Brecon children, who failed the II plus exam,
attended Gwernyfed School, in Three Cocks
until it was decided to base these children in
Brecon. Dr Coke’s Chapel school room was
used as a Boys’ Intermediate School on a
temporary basis in the middle 1950s.

The Chapel fell out of use and in the late 1960s or early [970s, the Chapel with its contents was destroyed
by fire.

The site then became a supermarket for Leos and then the Co-operative Society, which it remains today.

¢

Latest Website Statistics

Note that the June 2018 figures are low because they represent only half of the month.

Maonth Unigue visitors  Number of visits - Hits

Jan-18 694 1,746 2,671 7,413
Feb-18 611 1,536 4,196 9,937
Mar-18 520 1,349 10,212 21,702
Apr-18 449 1,255 4,313 9,721
May-18 542 1,343 4,841 10,649
Jun-18 106 243 845 2,172
Jul-18 0 0 0 0
Aug-18 0 0 0 0
Sep-18 0 0 0 0
Oct-18 0 0 0 0
Nov-18 0 0 0 0
Dec-18 0 0 0 0
Total 2,922 7,472 27,078 61,594
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Don’t forget — | am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me know if you
have anything you would like to share!!!!

I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article. If you are passionate about a
subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an email at the
usual address

If anyone would like to write something | would be very pleased to receive it — | do find sometimes that the
month comes around very quickly so an offering from a member would give me a bit of respite!

May Meeting Review: Memories of tenancy: a compilation by Alison Noble.

Alison gave a very interesting insight into the relationship between the Estate Owner, often via the Land
Agent, and the Tenant of farms, small holdings and farm workers who farmed Estate Land. With the help of
Members Viv Parry and Rob Eckley, both of whom had been brought up in Estate properties, as well as her
other research, Alison discussed the rights and duties of both Land Owner and Tenant. She spoke of the
highs and lows in this relationship, how many tenants were proud of their association with a good Estate,
whilst other tenants fell on hard times especially if Estates were sold or rents were increased at times of
financial lows in the Farming Industry. The audience contributed from their experiences and everyone
expressed their appreciation of the Talk.

¢

Website

Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk

Facebook

The society now has a Facebook page. Check it out at www.facebook.com/breconblfhs

Facebook also has many other groups where you can find info on the history of a place. One such new
community site is “Memories of old Brecon” — it is a closed group which you ask to join. When you are
accepted you can see the wonderful photographs about Brecon and its people with all the interesting
memories from members. To find this group type Memories of old Brecon into the search box at the top of
the Facebook page.

Next Meeting

Date/Time: ~ Tuesday July 3 2pm
Place: Meet at the Cathedral Lych Gate at 2pm

Subject: OUTING: Another Walk around Historic Brecon, led by Margaret Sommers


http://www.blfhs.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/breconblfhs
mailto:editorblfhs@outlook.com
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Our Privacy Policy and the new General Data Protection Regulation rules.

Dear Members,

Many of you will be aware of the new “General Data Protection Rules” [GDPR] which came into law at the
end of May which aims to provide greater protection of personal data.

In order to be compliant with these new rules, we have created a Privacy Policy — see below, which explains
how we collect, use and store the personal data you give us. The privacy policy will also be available on the
website.

Our Privacy Policy

Breconshire Local and Family History Society (BLFHS) is a small volunteer run, subscription based,
Organisation established in June 20l to enhance, encourage and enable the study of local history
and family history in the mid-Wales county of Breconshire.

What Information do we collect from you and why?

The personal information we collect, including Name, Address, Telephone Number, Email Address
and genealogical interests are done so as to administer the Society business and provide each

Member with a monthly newsletter, information about the meetings and outings that the Society
provides and to assist you with any enquiries you may have. We may also contact you from time to
time with information about our publications for sale.

Under the new General Data Protection Regulations we must make it clear that we are the Data
Controller for your personal information and that we process that data under the legal basis of
Legitimate Interests as described in the paragraph above.

How is your personal information stored and who has access to it?

All the personal data we collect is held electronically in a secure environment and is only accessed by
the Membership Secretary, Treasurer and our Newsletter Editor. We will never pass your
information onto any other third party, except as may be required by law or with the specific
consent of the member.

If you return a completed Membership Form via e-mail, or use our e-mail address to contact us then
that email will pass through a third party’s email servers, who make every effort to ensure that your
data is secure. If there is any breach of data security, we will inform you as soon as possible.

What about information collected via the website or Facebook?

By using our website, you will have the option to agree to our placing a cookie on your computer. A

cookie is a small text file which is used to collect information such as language, country, browser

used, operating system, service provider, and mobile operating system you are using. This information helps
us to determine how our website is being used and will assist in future development of web pages. If you do
not wish our website to place a cookie on your computer, you will have the option to decline cookies in your
web browser. We also use the social media platform Facebook which collects information such as gender,
age range, IP addresses, browser types, the domain the user came from, and their likely country of

origin. We are also able to view data such as who has followed, liked, shared and commented on

our page or posts and the personal profiles of these users. We have the ability to message these

users, but we will not do so for any marketing purposes.

Facebook has its own privacy policy and settings, which you we recommended you read.

How long do we store your personal information for?
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When you become a member of the Society one of the benefits we offer you is to share your genealogical
interests with other members. We continue to offer this benefit even after your membership has lapsed
and should new information about your family history interests come into our possession, we will contact
you. We therefore retain your personal details in our database unless you request that they be deleted.

Your rights

You may request access to the information we hold for you or ask that all information we hold on you be
deleted at any time by writing to our Secretary at the following address:

Mrs Hilary Williams

Maesycoed

39, Camden Road,

Brecon

LD3 7RT

Your request will be carried out within 30 days of receipt.

Further Information
We reserve the right to amend this Privacy Policy at any time and if we do so we will inform you by
posting a message on our website and by emailing or writing to our members at that time.

Last reviewed 12th May 2018



