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Thomas Hadley Watkins

A reference to Thomas Hadley Watkins
cropped up in a newspaper article in 1895
where the Builth Choir were mentioned as
presenting a Testimonial Concert. Part of
which was a rendering of the part piece

New Website now accessible
Update: The new website is now online although is still being fine-
tuned. Whilst this is happening we are running the old website
alongside. Parish Record transcriptions to date are now available.
The task of loading the Monumental Transcriptions has now
begun so these will begin to appear throughout the summer.

“Consider the Lilies” by T Hadley Watkins.

Arwystli Deanery Magazine March 1898 p25/

MUSIC &c.
10—Charal Competition for ehoirs from 12 tno IG in
number © Consider the Lilies 7 (by Hadley Watkins,
Brecon,) Prize 10s.

But who was he?

He was born in 1863 in Brecon, the son of Thomas Llewellyn Watkins and his wife Jane [Hadley]. The 1871
Census records him as having two brothers Charles William [Il] and Oscar Llewellyn [2] as well as sister,
Martha Emily [6]. His mother is recorded as a widow of 33 years but despite this the census records her
as a Plumber & Glazier Mistress employing 8 men and 3 boys. The family were presumably therefore quite
comfortable and were living in Lion Street, Brecon. By 188l and living at I3 Lion Street, she had remarried to
a James Thomas, also a plumber, and had another daughter Amy born in St Mary Brecon.

Thomas began school at the newly built Dr Coke Memorial Schools in Brecon. Opened on the 6™ January 1868
Thomas Hadley Watkins was the person entered into the register.' In 188l he briefly spent time as a
draper’s assistant living at 136 Commercial Road, St Woollos but soon returned to Brecon and his music.

Thomas seems to have been largely self-taught as a musician as it was not until a number of years after he
had made a name for himself locally as a composer of music

Musicar.—~We are pleased to find that
| Mr. Hadley Watkins, of Brecon, has been
successful  in  passing the intermediate
examination for the degree of Bachelor of
Music at the University of Durham. The
examination, which was held at Durham
on the 23rd ult,, consisted of harmony and
counterpoint papers, together with a piva
poce examination. A feature of the thar-
mony paper was the writing of a quartette
for the usual stringed instruments, The
examiners were Sir Frederic Bridge (West-
minster), Dr, Philip Armes, and Dr. Joseph
Bridge, whose signatures appear o1 the
certilicate.  Mr. Watkins has already
published music which bears the hall-mark
of a musician : and we heartily congratu-
late him on the success which has attended
his perseverance in the study of this most
elevating art.

and lyrics that he took formal qualifications at Durham
University.>

In 1888 he married Blanche Christiana Batten, a native of
Bridgewater, and moved to | Kensington Terrace, Brecon St
John where in 1891 he describes himself as a Professor of
Music. Interestingly this is a number of years before his
formal Bachelor degree but he seems to have had a natural
ear for music and had composed many anthem and songs as
well as putting poems to music. He dropped using his first
name, Thomas, and became plain Hadley Watkins.

The Baptist Sunday School Record. Vol 1 No9 December 1897.
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In 1893 he was asked to contribute a monthly piece of “Musical Notes” to the Baptist Chronicle.

[ S | =
EDITORIAL.
Baptist Chronicle. Feb 1893 ‘WE have pleasure in announcing that Mr. Hadley Watkins, A.C.,

Brecon., O:ganist of Kensington Baptist Church, has kirdly under-
taken to write musical notes monthly for the Chronicle. Mr. Watkins
is well known in musical circles for his compositions. H.R.H. the
Princess of Wales was pleased to signify her appreciation of one of his

He had Strong views abOUt the rOIe Of music in songs which recently appeared in Great Thoughts. Mr. Watkins is also
religion and sets this out at the beginning of his well knowr in Breconshire for his services in connection with the
first “Musical Notes” in the February edition Baptist Choral Festivals, which have been held from time to time,

: We beg to direct the attention of our readers to the notes which he

writes for this month, and trust that our musical friends will respond
to his invitation to co-operate with him in making our * musical
-column " an interesting one, and so as to bring about improvements in
our Congregational Psalmody, than which there is not a more important
or influential part of Christian worship. All musical communications
-of a special character should be sant direct to him, addressed Mr.
Hadley Watkins, A.C., Brecon.

Musical glotes.
By HaprLey Wartkins, A.C. (Brecon.)

I PURPOSE in these musical notes to help forward the noble art of
music, not purely as an art, but as an accessory to the worship of
the sanctuary. It is not desirable, cr expedient, to divest our Church
music of its artistic garb, and allow it to enter into the gates of God's

. house clad in the ** filthy rags "' of slovenliness and inefficiency. I

Whilst music was important he also immersed himself in Brecon life. He was a committee member of the
Cambrian Archaeological Society his membership noted in the Report of Proceedings for the 56™ Annual
Meeting [I1902] held at Brecon. His address is given as Watton, Brecon. He often contributed letters and
writings on interesting historical matters relevant to Brecon to various magazines and appears in an edition
of Bygones dated Sep 14 1904. He was a subscriber to the publication A History of the iron, steel, tinplate
and other trades of Wales and newspapers record him as taking part in local inquests where on one
occasion he was the foreman of the coroner’s jury.

In 1895 a local street directory lists him as Secretary to the Brecon Literary Institute. This reading room
had been set up to provide access to books and magazines for the people of Brecon.

Watkins Hadley, teacher of music & sec. tu Brecon Liter-
ary Institute Reading Room & Library, Watton

TET. a1 L WXIAM L. Py RPN

By 1901 he was self-employed as a Teacher of Music living at 33 The Watton in Brecon and in 1903 was
elected Treasurer of the Tonic Sol Fa Association. Tonic Sol Fa had been developed by John Curwen in 1842
as system for teaching people to sing. By the 1890’s Tonic So Fa had thousands of practitioners at home and
in the colonies and had overtaken sight singing methods previously used.

In 1906 Hadley and his wife left Brecon and moved to Bournemouth. The 191l Census records him living at 22
Oxford Rd with his wife and daughter Isca Mary, aged 10yrs, their only child who was born in Cardiff.
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He continued his relationship with music but his day job was as Secretary to the Bournemouth branch of the
YMCA. He had apparently been involved with this during his service in France during the First World War
and also afterwards in Australia. The outward passenger lists for 1926 show him travelling 3™ class to
Sydney on the SS Baradine. His address was given as c¢/o The YMCA 13 Russell Square, [London].

Bt rnemoit b |
Bournemauth ¥, M, O, A, Library & Reading Booms
{T. Hadley - Watkine, sec), S5t Peter's rd, Bourne-
muouth
T =vras Taedime Daca s B T il Lo THeaee Kelly’s Directory 1921

In 1914 The Brecon and Radnor Express mention that he was assisting the Hants “Terriors”

Brecon & Radnor Express Ft Oct [9/4. P3.

Mr Hadley Watkins is apending a holiday assisting
Y.M.C.A. work with the Hants ** Terriers ’ on
Salisbury Plain.

Whilst in Bournemouth he became friendly

with Dan Godfrey, founder of the Bournemouth Municipal Choir. Hadley had a reputation for conducting
welsh choirs and adjudicating at musical competitions so became involved with the Choir encouraging
Godfrey to document its history.’ Godfrey was fully involved with the musical life of Bournemouth founding
the Bournemouth Municipal Orchestra [which later became the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestral, the
Bournemouth Municipal Band and as General Manager of the Winter Gardens was able to organise the
programme of events.

By 1914 Hadley was the organist at Lansdowne Baptist Church but continued his association with Dan
Godfrey who proposed he be appointed the new Chorus Master after the retirement of W Woodward in

1923. ( \
He was successful in his position until 193l Unwanted Certificates

when Frank ldle was appointed as the
Municipal Choir’s new conductor. He was
the choice of the Chairman, Frank Peel

So often we end up with certificates which prove not to be
our ancestor. Rather than let them go to waste we are

who it was said had an uneasy relationship instituting a section each month listing them for the
with Hadley Watkins. Did he conspire with benefit of any member who might be able to use them. If
Frank to push Hadley out? No-one knows anyone has any they would like to donate please let me

for sure but in 1932 Hadley resigned after Know.
a difficult set of circumstances split the \ J
membership of the Choir. He was
presented with a cheque in recognition of his service but his going was somewhat tainted by the unseemly
methods used to force him out.

After leaving the Choir Hadley took up the position of organist at Iford Congregational Church and became
the inaugural Secretary of the Bournemouth Musical Festival.

Although residing in Bournemouth Hadley Watkins died at St Thomas’s Hospital on November 13" [935. He
was survived by his wife, Blanche and daughter Isca Mary Evans.

He left behind a catalogue of musical pieces; anthems and part pieces which are performed to this day.*
References

. Wesleyan Methodism in the Brecon Circuit. T Wynne Jones. Edwin Poole, Brecon, 1888

2 A report in the Baptist Sunday School Record announces his success at the
Intermediate examination for a Bachelor of Music degree.

3. The Bournemouth Municipal Orchestra. 2| years of Municipal Music 1893-1914: a souvenir record of
growth and development with chronologia of chief events. Compiled and edited (for the Winter Gardens
Committee). Bournemouth. Richmond Hill Printing Works. 1914
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4. Hadley wrote many songs and composed music to many familiar hymns. This is just a selection.

Consider the Lilies. Anthem 189?

How Sweet the Moonlight sleeps. Words from Shakespeare set to music by Hadley Watkins.

Blessed is the man. Anthem. 18?

Send out thy light. Anthem, 1899

Tell me Flora — part song for mixed voices. 1897

The Troubadour. 4 part song for male voices. Words from Sir Walter Scott. 1897

Sue Ashton
[With thanks to Viv Parry for the cutting which triggered off this article]

¢

One of those genealogical coincidences

| was recently contacted by one of our overseas members with a tale of coincidence. They say that
fact is stranger than fiction. Well here is the proof!

Hi everyone, my name is Marie Groothoff. | was born in Brecon in 1958 but migrated to Australia with my
parents and two siblings in 1969. Over the years | have been fortunate to visit my birth country on three
occasions and keep close contact with my many relatives (Jones & Fergus[slon). Another visit is planned for
August 2019!

My dear cousin Eirwen Jones, who will be known to many of you, introduced me to your group and | always enjoy
reading the newsletters and updates. | am a member of a local Genealogy group and we often share stories in
our newsletters and journal. Therefore | thought | might share a little story with you which shows that life is

full of surprises and coincidences. | hope you find it interesting.

Earlier this year, | was talking with a cousin, who lives in Brecon, and she mentioned a book given to her by my
grandfather, Robert Fergusson (dcd), when she first visited Australia in the 1970’s. It has pride of place on her
bookshelf. The book was titled “Diary of A Welsh Swagman 1869 -1894”. My cousin commented that the book
was very interesting and asked if | had ever read it. Until this time | had not heard of the book but became
intrigued.

A short time later, while | was visiting my local Genealogy research rooms, Cooroy- Noosa Genealogical &
Historical Research Group Inc. | was surprised, to say the least, to see the same book sitting on a table. The
librarian had been sorting through books and was giving away a selection of older books. Naturally | took this
book home calling to visit my mother, also born in Wales, on the way and show her the book. We were both

quite excited.

Only two days later a friend of my mother’s called in with a book she had found in a charity shop and thought
my mum would be interested. Yes, you guessed it, the very same book!

| emailed another cousin, Eirwen Jones, who is a member and told her about this “book” which kept popping up
into our lives. You can imagine my surprise when Eirwen replied telling me that she knew of the book and
actually had a copy! Eirwen informed me that the original book was written in Welsh and that there was
actually a connection between her father’s side of the family and people mentioned in the book.

Joseph Jenkins was the Swagman and it is thanks to his grandson, William Evans that we have a copy in English
today.

(Diary of A Welsh Swagman 1869 — 1894 / Abridged and notated by William Evans)

Happy Hunting fellow researchers. Marie G
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The Beacon

This free A5 monthly glossy magazine distributed
in Brecon and its surrounding villages contains a
“Your History” column, contributed by the BLFHS,
which often offers an interesting article about the

Sam Garratt, Shoemaker and Artist (1864-1946)

Leicestershire born, Sam Garratt, a trained and
experienced Boot and Shoe maker, moved to Brecon in
his early twenties. He bought a boot and shoe shop at
30 High Street and premises in Free Street which he ran
as a boot and shoe repairing and manufacturing business.

area. This month: The Role of Brecon in the story

of Richard Ill

Once living in Brecon, he began painting local street
scenes, places of interest and views of the Beacons. His

shop and factory became “show-cases” for his work. His paintings lined the walls of the shop, and there was
always one hanging in the factory window. Locals and tourists quickly snapped them up.

Towards the end of World War | he started
to do etchings, and in the 1920s was helped
in the processing of the plates by his young
assistant, Mr Bert Price, who would also go
out on painting expeditions with him. As well
as local views, Garratt also painted scenes
on visits to England and FEurope. His
Mediterranean visits inspired him to design
his own flat roofed house [now has a pitched
roof], which was built for him in Belle View
Gardens. He named it “The Studio”.

Garratt’s work is still collectable and
examples which come for sale in local
Galleries and Auctions fetch 100s of
pounds.

Brecon Castle. I proof etching plate

Don’t forget — | am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me know if you
have anything you would like to share!!!!

I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article. If you are passionate about a
subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an email at the
usual address editorblths@outlook.com

If anyone would like to write something | would be very pleased to receive it — | do find sometimes that the
month comes around very quickly so an offering from a member would give me a bit of respite!


mailto:editorblfhs@outlook.com
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July Meeting Review: Guided walk of Historic Brecon — 3 Jul 2018

The July meeting of the BLFHS took place on one of the hottest days of the year and took the form of a
guided walk to places of interest in Brecon. Margaret Sommers once again ably led the group, which
consisted of society members and some visitors (plus a dog).

The walk started at the lych gate of the Cathedral and the first stop was at two memorials in the
graveyard; where Margaret told the stories of Francois Husson, a French Captain who was a prisoner of
war in Brecon and died in 1810 and Charles Henry Lumley VC. Captain Lumley was of Scottish origin, but
when promoted to Major was posted to Brecon, where he died in 1858. He was among the first group of
soldiers awarded the Victoria Cross.

The walk continued into the Groves (and some welcome shade), where there were the remains of one of the
town wells, although the site of the “Eye Well”, so-called because it was believed that the water could cure
conditions of the eye, could not be determined. There had also been a reservoir in the area, but few signs
of it are evident today.

Continuing along the Struet, Margaret identified several buildings of interest, including one which had been
a chapel. The walk ended at the entrance to George Street, where our guide was thanked for the
extremely interesting information which she had provided.

¢

|
Website .

Free Online Resources
Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk

There are lots of free

Facebook resources out there on the
- Internet. Copy and paste the
The society now has a Facebook page. Check it out at web addresses into you
www.facebook.com/breconblfhs browser.
Facebook also has many other groups where you can find info on the No new websites this
history of a place. One such new community site is “Memories of old month

Brecon” — it is a closed group which you ask to join. When you are

accepted you can see the wonderful photographs about Brecon and its people with all the interesting
memories from members. To find this group type Memories of old Brecon into the search box at the top of
the Facebook page.

Next Meeting

Date/Time:  Tuesday 7" August. 2pm
Place: Brecon Library

Subject: The Eweni Potteries. leuan Evans will give a talk about these small family run potteries in
South Wales


http://www.blfhs.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/breconblfhs

