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Mary Elizabeth Eppynt Phillips 1874-1956. The first woman to qualify as a doctor from Cardiff University.  

Mary Elizabeth Eppynt Phillips was born on Priory Hill, Brecon, on 18th October 1874. Her parents were 
William Phillips and his second wife, Elizabeth nee Prosser. Their home was Presbeli Farm, Merthyr Cynog. Dr 
Phillips studied Medicine at a time when few women followed that route. She was the first of University 
College of South Wales and Monmouthshire’s women students to become a qualified practitioner. She 
completed her medical training at the Royal Free Hospital, London.  

She moved to Leeds in about 1905 and became a member of staff and an 
innovative doctor at The Leeds Maternity Hospital which cared for pregnant 
women who were too poor to pay for their own health care. Throughout her 
time in Leeds, before the outbreak of World War One, she worked for the 
better health of women and children.  

She was one of the first Medical Officers at the start of The National Health 
Insurance Act in 1911, which gave the unemployed options other than the 
stigma of the Poor Law and the Work House. In 1912, she lobbied Parliament 
for safeguards for young girls who could be lured into Prostitution to be 
included in the Criminal Law Amendment (The White Slave Traffic) Bill. Dr 
Phillips was an active member of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies (NUWSS). She supported the Leeds Women’s Suffrage Society. She 
was a SUFFRAGIST, not to be confused with the suffragettes.  

The NUWSS was founded in 1897, aiming to achieve women's suffrage 
through peaceful and legal means. The NUWSS financed women's hospital 

units, such as the Scottish Women’s Hospital for Foreign Service, which employed only female doctors and 
nurses, and served during World War One, with Britain’s Allies. Dr Phillips was innocently caught up in what 
could have been an embarrassing situation, when she was confused with a Miss Mary Phillips, organiser of the 
Suffragette Movement in Leeds. In an interview with the Yorkshire Evening Post on 7th March 1912, Miss 
Mary Phillips had condoned violence which had occurred during a march by the Suffragettes in London, when 
shop windows had been broken. As the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies promoted non-violence, 
Dr Phillips had to ensure that there was no confusion with who this Mary Phillips really was and the following 
week, a correction was printed in the newspaper. This confusion led to Dr Phillips adding “Eppynt” to her name, 
so that she would not be mistaken for a Suffragette in the future.  

As a member of the NUWSS and a high profile doctor, Dr Phillips played an active role in World War One, as 
a member of the Scottish Women’s Hospital for Foreign Service, treating soldiers and civilians in many foreign 
fields of war. Here are some of the places where she served:  Calais: at the Typhoid hospital  Serbia: treating 
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soldiers and civilians, many of whom had the illnesses associated with starvation.  Malta: treating the ANZAC 

[Australian and New Zealand] soldiers who had been defeated in the Battle of Gallipoli.  Corsica: Supporting 
the Serbian Colony of between 3000 and 6000 refugees, the first of who had fled Serbia, in the Great Retreat 
in 1916. In between times of active service, she toured the UK, including Brecon, to raise money for the work 
of the Scottish Women’s Hospital for Foreign Service.  

Photographs 

Top right. Dr Phillips consulting   

Bottom Right - With her staff and Serbian staff in Corsica 

Below. Dr Phillips with some ANZAC soldiers who had been 
evacuated to Malta following the defeat of Allied Troops at 
Gallipoli. May 1915. 

.  

The wounded were treated at the Scottish Women’s Hospital for Foreign Service. 

Following her demobilisation in 1919, she moved to Merthyr Tydfil and became Assistant Medical Officer of 
Health and Assistant School Medical Officer for the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil. She was well 
respected there and retired in 1930. She kept an active interest in her home town of Brecon, throughout her 
life.  

 She spoke to the girls in Brecon Grammar School at the invitation of Mayor Gwenllian Morgan in 
1909.  

 Brecon County Times reported extensively on her home visits and speaking tours.  

 She was in correspondence with Sir John Lloyd in 1924, regarding the establishment of a Museum 
for Brecknock.  
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 In June 1946, she presented a chalice veil in memory of Mrs R Le Brocq, to St Mary’s Church, 

Brecon in celebration of their 50 plus year friendship. 

 

 She died in Suffolk in 1956, and is buried alongside her mother in Merthyr Cynog Church.  
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During her war work Mary Phillips was 
awarded a number of medals: 

The British Committee of the Red Cross 

Medal of the Order of St Sava IV. Officer 
Grade 
British War Medal and Allied Victory 
Medal 

Scottish Women’s Hospitals Medal for 
Service…in the various theatres of war. 

Scottish Women’s Hospitals Medal 

  

Medal of Order of St Sava IV 
 

The BLFHS book about Mary Eppynt 

Phillip will soon be available. See next 

newsletter for more details. 

  

Was your ancestor an Anglican 

Clergyman?  

A great place to start the search is the 

Church of England database 1540-

1835 

www.theclergydatabase.org.uk 

Search copies of Crockford’s Directory 

for biographies of Anglican clergy in 

the UK from 1858. 

www.crockford.org.uk/ 

 

UNWANTED CERTIFICATES 

So often we end up with certificates which prove not to be 

our ancestor. Rather than let them go to waste we are 

instituting a section each month listing them for the benefit 

of any member who might be able to use them. If anyone has 

any they would like to donate please let me know at 

editorblfhs@outlook.com. 

 

 

http://www.theclergydatabase.org.uk/
http://www.crockford.org.uk/
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St Michael’s Church, Brecon  

Following Catholic emancipation in the first half of 

the 19th century, plans were made to build a Roman 

Catholic Church in Brecon, despite opposition in the 

town.  Up until then Mass had been celebrated in a 

number of different locations (including a room over a 

pub). Charles Hansom, a renowned architect, was 

engaged to design the church, which cost just over £1000 and opened in 1851.  Father Peter Lewis was 

appointed Parish Priest in October that year.  Famously it was to be the venue for the wedding of the famous 

opera singer from Craig-y-nos, Adelina Patti, 

to Baron Cederström in 1899.  A parishioner 

reported that “When the decorations were 

taken down after the wedding, the shabby 

state of the interior was emphasised” and as a 

result the aisle was tiled and the walls 

panelled, as well as other improvements made.  

A simple building, it has changed little over 

the past century and a half, although the 

panelling has disappeared and the pews are 

modern.  On view at the 

back of the church is a list of the incumbents 

of the parish from 1642, ogether with 

another of priests connected with Brecon who 

were martyred for their faith during the 

difficult years of the Reformation. 
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Don’t forget – I am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me know if you 

have anything you would like to share!!!! 

I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article.  If you are passionate about a 

subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an email at the 

usual address editorblfhs@outlook.com 

If anyone would like to write something I would be very pleased to receive it – I do find sometimes that the 

month comes around very quickly so an offering from a member would give me a bit of respite! 

 

The Beacon 

This free A5 monthly glossy magazine 
distributed in Brecon and its surrounding 

villages contains a “Your History” column, 
contributed by the BLFHS, which often offers 

an interesting article about the area. This 
month: St Michael’s Church, Brecon 

 

 

Interior of St Michael’s Church, Brecon 

mailto:editorblfhs@outlook.com


P a g e  | 5 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

            

 
            
         
    
 

♦ 

October Meeting Review: Remembering Aberfan 

The October meeting of BLFHS took place on 9 October and was the occasion for an enthralling talk by Gwyneth Evans 

“Remembering Aberfan”.  She gave an overview of the tragic events of 21 October 1966, before giving an insight into 

the stories behind the headlines.  At the time she had been secretary to the Mayor of Merthyr Tydfil Borough Council 

and, together with some of her colleagues, had had to visit bereaved families in the immediate vicinity of the school.   

She was also selected to be Minute Secretary to the Aberfan Disaster Tribunal.  Society members shared their memories 

of that time following her talk. 

♦ 

 
 

Website  

Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk 

 

BRECONSHIRE STRAYS – MONMOUTHSHIRE 

Llanover 

Marriages 

Thos Williams, x parish of Llanelly, Brecs., batch & Hannah Hughes, x otp, spin. 

Wits: Henry (H) Lewis, David Thomas. Banns. n.d 

 

Richd Morgan, otp, batch & Mary Burfield (?) of Crickhowell, Brecs., spin. 

Wits: Wm…? X [&] Sarah (?) Brown (?). Licence 

22nd Dec 1833 

 

John Griffith Williams, otp, batch & Mary Jenkins, Llangenny, spin. 

Wits: John Madley, Ann Jenkins. Licence. 

22 Dec 1833 

 

John Jonathan, Llanelly, Brecs., [no status given] & Elizth Howells, x otp, spin. 

Wits: Wm Pierce, Wm Hicks [a witness in umpteen weddings] 

Licence 

19 May 1837 

 

John Wesley Jones, 24 batch, chemist, Llanelly (father Wm Jones, Miller) & Nellie Evans, 22, spin (father Evan Evans, 

farmer) 

Wits: Wm Jones, Evan Evans. Superintendent’s Certificate. 28 Oct 1884 

 

Thos Price Evans, 36, batch, Cefntwrch, Sennybridge (father Gwilym Herbert Evans, farmer) & Mary Myra Blanche Jones, 

29, spin, Llansabath, Llanover, (father Rees Stephen Jones, farmer) 

Wits: Rees Stephen Jones, David Rees Davies. Banns 

6 Jan 1956 

 

 

 

http://www.blfhs.co.uk/
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Facebook 

The society now has a Facebook page. Check it out at www.facebook.com/breconblfhs 

Next Meeting 

Date/Time: Tuesday 6th October 2pm 

Place:  Brecon Library

Subject: Show and Tell 
This will be an end of year informal gathering where attendees can bring along a memory to 
share with the group.  
Light refreshments available. 

http://www.facebook.com/breconblfhs

