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This summer will see events celebrating the life of Adelina Patti, the renowned opera singer who made her home 

in Breconshire until her death in 1919. There will be many events taking place which will be advertised locally 

and in the local press. 

 As background to these celebrations we are republishing an article written by Hilary Williams, in 2013. 

[Newsletter 21]  

Adelina Patti: a Breconshire resident 1878 - 1919 

It is 176 years since the birth of Adela Juana Maria Patti in February 1843 to her operatic parents, Salvatore 

from Sicily and Caterina from Rome. Known as Adelina she was born in Spain while they were on tour. I will 

not rehearse her life story here, since there are very good books and websites available for that purpose. It is 

important, however, to highlight her legacy as a resident of Breconshire for the last 40 years of her life and 

to record that of all the places where she 

toured and lived, her heart was in Craig-

y-nos (Rock of the Night).  

Adelina was particularly drawn to the 

people of this area and her work for local 

charities was recognised officially, when 

in May 1897, she was made the first 

female Honorary Burgess of Brecon 

town. Her portrait hangs in the Council 

Chamber of the Guildhall in Brecon and 

at the National Portrait Gallery in 

London. At a lavish ceremony, usually 

reserved for royal visitors, she was also 

presented with a casket made of oak 

from an old beam taken from St John’s 

Priory Church. Inside the casket was the 

scroll which entitled her to the Freedom 

of Brecon. She later stated “Amongst the 

gifts I am proudest of is the splendid 

casket containing the freedom of the city 

(sic) of Brecon. I love Wales and I love 

the Welsh people and this is the tangible 

reminder that this love I have borne them 

for so many years is returned.”  

Patti gave annual charity concerts for the 

poor of Brecon, Ystradgynlais, Ystalyfera, 

and other places. Her generosity made  
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her loved and admired, and she would regularly send to an ailing resident of the Craig-y-Nos area a basket of 

fruit picked from her own fruit trees, many of which were exotic and grown in her Winter Garden.  

Anecdotes of her generosity were recounted by the older members of the vicinity for decades following her 

death. The religious ceremony of her second marriage (to Ernest Nicolini) was performed at St Cynog’s 

Church, Ystradgynlais in 1886, and of her third marriage (to Baron Rolf Cederstrom) at St Michael’s Roman 

Catholic Church, Brecon in 1899. The lavishness of her marriage to Nicolini is interesting, not only for the 

official guests but also for the local population. The residents of the villages in the Upper Tawe Valley 

decorated their villages with banners and garlands. In turn, Patti provided refreshments for 3,000 local 

children, and new clothes for the 300 poorest of them. Thousands of locals turned out to line the route 

between Craig-y-nos and the church at Ystradgynlais, seven miles away. The school children who sang at the  

wedding were rewarded with refreshments after the ceremony. That evening, “tons of fresh meat, wagonloads 

of white bread and pastry and huge casks of strong beer” were made available for the neighbours around 

Craig-y-nos. That night, there were fireworks and the firing of cannons in the grounds of the castle, whilst on 

a nearby mountain top, a huge bonfire, visible for miles, was lit to mark the occasion.  

Her decision to marry Cederstrom in Brecon led 

to the Borough of Brecon declaring a municipal 

holiday. The Brecon County Times on 27th 

January 1899 expressed the satisfaction of the 

inhabitants of Brecon with these plans, “not only 

for the incomparable songstress that she is, but 

for the many kindnesses she has showered upon 

us.” Brecon was “stirred to its foundations” with 

shields, banners, flags, arches, streamers and 

bunting decorating the town and thousands lined 

the route from Brecon station to the church in 

Wheat Street. The wedding party and the guests 

had arrived by special train and Patti would have had her own Pullman carriage. After a short ceremony, the 

wedding party departed in similar fashion. Patti’s relationship with her neighbours is demonstrated in a 

number of anecdotes. Encountering a tramp on the road near Craig-y-nos, Patti told him to go to the door of 

the castle kitchens to be fed.  

Christmas for the children of the locality was a special time during Patti’s residency there. It was one time in 

the year when she insisted on being in residence at Craig-y-nos, “or the children would think that evil days 

had fallen upon them.” She provided refreshments for hundreds of children in the area. In a letter to her 

nephew, Alfredo Barili, in 1892, she wrote that she had provided tea for over 3,000 children and “Yesterday 

I gave my annual distribution of money to all the poor old people of the district – it was a most touching sight 

and everyone, myself included, cried.” Christmas for the staff at Craig-y-nos was also pleasant. Patti would 

join the servants in their hall to share champagne and sing Christmas songs. In her theatre on Christmas 

evening, there would be a staff dance, at which Patti would dance with the chef, butler and footman whilst 

her husband danced with the senior domestic females. Everyone would be given Christmas gifts; according to 

Ethel Rosate-Lunn “cheques and jewellery for the house steward and the personal maids, costume lengths for 

the head maids and…. the under maids.”  

By 1909 the lavish lifestyle which she had enjoyed with Nicolini was long gone. At its height, Craig-y-nos 

employed seventy indoor and outdoor staff, but by the time Ethel Rosate-Lunn joined the staff as laundry 

maid, in 1909, she said that there were 18 indoor members – “the house steward and his wife, Madame  

 

 

Craig y Nos  
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Patti’s two personal maids, three housemaids, three laundry maids, chef, three kitchen maids, butler/valet, 

two foot-men, and an odd job man.”  

During WW1, of course, the male servants had to go to war and a skeleton staff provided the labour needed 

to grow the vegetables, tend the fruit trees, and look after the grounds and the Winter Garden (now the Patti 

Pavilion in Swansea). When a member of her staff retired, he or she would receive a pension and those with 

no alternative accommodation were given a room at the castle for the rest of their days. On her death, her 

servants were generously rewarded: those who had worked for her for two years prior to her death received 

one year’s wages, while more senior and long service staff were left specific amounts of money. There is much 

more to read about Adelina Patti and her wonderfully furnished home at Craig-y-nos. She was certainly a diva 

but I think that at Craig-y-nos, her “Home Sweet Home”, she was able to achieve the 

home life she had always craved and although she was childless, her love of children 

and her genuine care for others was shown in the life she led at Craig-y-nos.  She died 

on September 27th 1919 and was buried near her father in Pere Lachaise cemetery, 

Paris. After her death a camellia was named in her honour and blooms at Craig y Nos 

Park. 

 

 

 

Camellia “Adelina Patti” 

 

The opening night of the Theatre, 
in 1891, which Patti added to the 
original mansion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booklist and Resources  

A Facebook page has been setup to record the events taking place around the Adelina celebrations; Adelina 

Celebrations 2019. Find it on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/adelinapatticelebrations2019/ 

Cone, John Frederick “Adelina Patti Queen of Hearts” Amadeus Press 1992 ISBN0-931340-60-8  

Klein, Herman “The Reign of Patti” Century, New York 1920 – available on the internet as a free download. 

https://archive.org/details/reignofpatt00klei/page/n12 

Hibbert, Tony “Fresh Flowers for M’Lady” Fineleaf 2011 ISBN 978-1-907741-02-9  

Brinn, David “Adelina Patti a brief account of her life” Brecon Beacons National Park 1988 

Briwnat Jones, Gwyn “Craig-y-nos, Adelina Patti’s Home Sweet Home” Gomer Press 2004 ISBN 1 84323 

358 4  

Rosate-Lunn, Ethel “My Recollections of Madame Patti” Brycheiniog Volume V11 pages 179-186 – available 

to read at the National Library of Wales: 

https://journals.library.wales/view/1380216/1381527/218#?xywh=-682%2C382%2C4405%2C3131 

https://www.facebook.com/adelinapatticelebrations2019/
https://archive.org/details/reignofpatt00klei/page/n12
https://journals.library.wales/view/1380216/1381527/218#?xywh=-682%2C382%2C4405%2C3131
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There are numerous websites recalling Adelina Patti’s life. Google her name to see what is there. You can also 

search YouTube to hear her singing some of her famous songs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfHH6XZEuaE 

This one was the first recorded at Craig y Nos in 1905. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1fIdT3QG4E 

Hilary Williams. 

♦ 
 

The Sarah Siddons, 47, High Street, Brecon 

 
Originally named The Shoulder of Mutton, this 
public house became famous because it was the birth 
place of Sarah Siddons nee Kemble, who became a 
famous actress.    

 
In the 18th century, Brecon was on the theatre circuit 
of the Midlands and Wales, with actors performing in 
such places as the Great Room over the Bell Inn, High 
Street Superior.  Sarah’s father, Roger Kemble, was in 
charge of a Company of very good actors, who were 
regular visitors to Brecon. Sarah Kemble was born in 
the Shoulder of Mutton Inn, 2nd July 1755 to Roger 
and Sarah Kemble. Her mother went into labour and 
gave birth to Sarah in the Upper room.  She was 
christened in St Mary’s Church on the 14th July 1755. The register reads “Baptism of Sarah, daughter of 
George (sic) Kemble, Comedian and Sarah, his wife.” Note the mistake in the father’s name which should read 
Roger. Sarah married William Siddons, who was also in the  
Company and they settled in Bath, where she became one of the best actresses of her time. She became 
especially one of the best actresses of her time. She became especially famous for her portrayal of Lady 
Macbeth. Sarah died in 1831. 

 
The Bridges of Brecon: the Usk and Honddu River Bridges 
Brecon’s geographical position is reflected in the Welsh name for Brecon, which is Aberhonddu – the mouth 
or confluence of the Honddu river with the River Usk. 

 
The main bridge into Brecon spans the river Usk. It was originally 

built in medieval times. That bridge was washed away by flooding in 

1535. A new bridge was built in 1563 during the life of Elizabeth l 

[1533-1603]. In 1772 this second bridge was repaired and in 1794 

it was widened. Its stone parapets were visible until the 

modernisation of the bridge in the 1970s, hid much of the original 

structure. 

The Usk Bridge  

The Beacon 

This free A5 monthly glossy magazine 
distributed in Brecon and its surrounding 

villages contains a “Your History” column, 
contributed by the BLFHS, which often offers 

an interesting article about the area. This 
quarter: Notable places in Brecon 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfHH6XZEuaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1fIdT3QG4E
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The Watergate or Honddu Bridge spans a much narrower and more turbulent river. This river provided water 

for a number of Mills on its banks. The iron Honddu Bridge over the river was built in 1874 to replace a 

stone bridge which had been badly damaged in a serious flood the year before. The present bridge has 

regularly had to be repaired and strengthened due to the power of the flooded river Honddu. The river’s name 

is unusual and early recorded spellings include Hothenei and Hodni. 

Hilary Williams. Breconshire Local & Family History Society 

 

    The Honddu Bridge  

♦ 

                                                               

♦ 
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A couple of “stray” Wills from Hay. 
Ann rock, Hay, Brecs. Proved 18 Dec. 1817  

Ref: PROB11/1599 
 

This is the last Will and Testament of me Anne Rock of the town of Hay in the County of Brecon widow.  First 
my will and desire is that all my just debts and funeral expences be paid by my executors hereinafter named as 
well as all necessary and proper costs and charges attending the due execution of their office as such my 
executors and after payment thereof I give and bequeath to Jane Stubbs and Sarah Scotl? both of London 

https://www.chinafamilies.net/ 

Do you have ancestors from North 
Devon? 

Graham Prosser, one of our members, is 
offering to assist anyone in the society who 
needs a bit of help finding out about their North 
Devon ancestors. He has given his permission 
for us to include his full contact details. So ring, 
write or email and perhaps he can help you 
break down a brick wall? 
 
GRAHAM PROSSER 
56. BABBAGES. 
BICKINGTON. 
BARNSTAPLE. 
N DEVON. 
EX31. 2LW. 
 
Tel No (01271) 373944 
Mobile 07866248981 
email graham@barum.org.uk. 
 

 
 

https://www.chinafamilies.net/
mailto:graham@barum.org.uk
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daughters of my late husband’s brother James Rock the sum of one hundred pounds each.  Also I give and 
bequeath to Mary Churchey of the town of Brecon widow of Walter Churchey late of the same place  
gentleman the sum of fifty pounds.  Also I give and bequeath to my cousin John Jones of Cwmb? in the said 
County of Brecon the sum of fifty pounds.  Also I give and bequeath the like sum of fifty pounds to the 
Widow Blackburn now of London widow of Thomas Blackburn nephew of my said late husband.  Also I give  
and bequeath to Eleanor Morgan daughter of Thomas Morgan of Portway in the County of Hereford the sum 
of twenty pounds.  Also I give and bequeath to Diana Watkins daughter of George Watkins of the said town 
of Hay the sum of twenty pounds.  Also I give and bequeath the sum to Elizabeth Hope? wife of John Hope? 
of the said town of Hay sawyer? (lawyer?) and to Edward Allen of the same place Attorney at Law the sum of 
fifty pounds.  I also give and bequeath unto Walter Churchey of the said town of Brecon gentleman and 
Thomas Howells of the town of Hay aforesaid the sum of five pounds each the whole of the above legacies to 
be paid at the expiration of twelve calendar months next after my decease.  Also I give devise and bequeath to 
Thomas Morgan of Hay aforesaid brother of the above named Elinor Morgan all that my leasehold cottage 
garden land buildings and appurts which I hold  as executrix of my said late husband under the Honorable 
Noath? Harlan? widow? situate at a place called C…toyddwr in the said parish of Hay to hold to him his 
executors and admors for and during all the remainder of my term therein subject to the payment of the 
annual sum of three guineas to Hester Watkins wife of the above named George Watkins during her life.  And 
I do hereby charge my said leasehold property to and with the payment thereof half yearly as the same shall 
become due the first payment thereof to be made at the expiration of six months next after my decease.  I 
further will that all my wearing apparel bed linen of every description be given to Elizabeth Churchey the 
daughter of the said Walter Churchey and that all my household goods be sold and after paying the expence 
of selling the net proceeds to be equally divided between the three daughters of the before named Walter 
Churchey Elizabeth, …? and Mary and Diana Watkins the daughter of George Watkins aforesaid.  And lastly 
I do hereby nominate constitute and appoint the said Walter Churchey and John Jones to be joint executors 
of this my last Will hereby revoking all former Wills and Codicils by me any time made and my will is that they 
my said executors may and shall have full power to grant release assign and transfer all messuages lands 
tenements and hereditaments whereof I am or shall at the time of my decease be seized as mortgagee in fee 
unto the person or persons legally entitled to the freehold and inheritance thereof or as he she or they shall 
direct or appoint. 
 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the twelfth day of May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen.  The mark of Anne Rock. 
 
 Signed sealed published and declared by the said testatrix Anne Rock as and for her last Will and 
Testament in the Presence of us who in her presence and in the presence of each other have subscribed our 
names as witnesses.  Stepn Merrick; Mary Merrick; Jno Price, Brecon, Hay 
 
 Proved at London 18th Dec 1817 before the Judge by the oaths of Walter Churchey & John Jones the 
exors to whom admon was granted having been first sworn by Comon duly to admr 

 

NOTE:  Transcribed from a poor copy.  DW. 
Transcribed from a downloaded copy by Dave Woolven, 2/3 April 2019 

 

Thomas Rock, Hay, Brecs., WILL. Proved 18 Dec. 1817  
Ref: PROB11/1599 

In the name of God Amen I Thomas Rock of the town of Hay in the County of Brecon sadler being well in 
health and sound mind memory and understanding do make this my last Will and Testament in manner 
following.  That is to say.  I give and devise all those my several messuages tenements or dwelling houses with 
their respective gardens heredits and appurts situate standing and being in the village of Clirow in the County 
of Radnor commonly called or known by the name of Merddir or by whatsoever name or names the same 



P a g e  | 7 

 
premises were or are called or known and which I purchased of James Jones of Bristol unto my dear wife Anne 
Rock on account of the property I had with her and of her great and long fidelity and care towards me and  
my … and of the affection I bear towards her to hold the said freehold premises unto my said wife Anne Rock 
and her heirs for ever.  And I also give devise and bequeath unto my said wife her heirs executors admors and 
assigns for ever all and singular other my freehold as well leasehold messuages or tenements with their  
 
respective appurts and all and singular other my goods and chattles estates and effects of every kind hereby 
willing and desiring that all my funeral and admon expences and just debts shall be first paid out of my 
personal estate as far as it shall extend and if by that mean any of my debts should be paid or remain which is 
not likely to be the case I charge my freehold estate and property with the payment of the remainder.  And 
lastly I do hereby nominate and appoint my said wife sole executrix of this my last Will and Testament. 
 
 In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the fourth day of February in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and one.  Thomas Rock 
 
 Signed sealed published and declared by the above named testator Thomas Rock as and for his last 
Will and Testament in the presence of us who in his presence have attested the same.  Mary Churchey, 
Brecon; Elizabeth Churchey, Brecon;   Walter Churchey, Attorney, Brecon 
 
 On the 18th Decr 1817 admon with the Will annexed of the goods chattels & credits of Thomas Rock 
late of the town of Hay in the County of Brecon deced was granted to Walter Churchey & John Jones the 
exors of the Will of Anne Rock widow deced whilst living the relict sole extrix & universal legatee named in the 
sd Will … been first sworn by Comon duly to admr the said Anne Rock died without having taken upon her 
the probate & exon of the sd Will  
 
Transcribed from a downloaded copy by Dave Woolven, 3 April 2019 
 

♦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website Statistics Jan-May 2019
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Brecknockshire County Rifle Competition. Llangorse Rifle Range. 7th & 8th August 1866 

 
We received an interesting email from a 
member of the Glasnevin Genealogy 
Society which is part of the Genealogical 
Society of Ireland. 

Whilst browsing in Kilkenny, Gerard 
White and his wife visited a fruit and veg 

shop which had previously housed an 
antique bookshop. The new owner was 

selling off some books he had found, left 
behind by the previous owner he 

presumed. On returning home and 
examining his purchase Gerard came 

across a notice concerning a rifle 
competition to be held at the rifle range 
in Llangorse in 1866. Rather than let 

the notice be lost to history he 
contacted us and attached a copy to his 
email. So, 153 years later we have the 
opportunity to do a little research into 
who these people might have been. I 
hope to update members in our next 

newsletter. 

 

 

♦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Can anyone help me break down a brick wall concerning my Great Great Grandmother? 

My great great grandmother was Ann Price born around 1806. She married Roger Prosser at Merthyr Cynog Church in 

1832. Roger and Ann baptised their first son, John, at Ebenezer Chapel in 1834. They were recorded as living at 

Waungoy/Werngou, Upper Honddu.  

In 1802 another child was recorded as living at Waungoy/Werngou and was baptised at Ebenezer to Thomas and Ann Price 

nee Jones. The child was called Rees. Could this child be a brother to Ann and if so make Thomas and Ann her parents?  I 

have drawn a blank in seeking this particular ancestry line as I cannot trace a baptism for Ann, probably because they were 

non-conformist and the records are sketchy. Ann and Thomas are buried at Ebenezer. 

Ann’s mother, Ann Thomas nee Jones is still alive in 1841 and living at a property called Cwmfotty with one Margaret 

Powell nee Price, who could be her daughter (and potentially a sibling of my Ann Price). Margaret is noted as being born in 

Merthyr Cynog in 1789 – an older sister to Ann? Price and Jones are very difficult names to trace and without any 

baptisms or birthplace information I am a bit stuck. Are any relations of Ann Jones/Ann Price still living around Merthyr 

Cynog/Upper Chapel?  My Prosser line has been easier to follow but I am stumped on Ann’s line. If anyone can help please 

email me at editorblfhs@outlook.com 

 

mailto:editorblfhs@outlook.com
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AGM: Chairman’s Report 2019 

This last year has been fairly quiet. We started the year with a tour, led by Margaret Sommers, from the 

Cathedral, through the Groves and along the Struet.  

We continued with our monthly talks in August with Ieuan Evans telling us about Eweni Potteries and 

showing his extensive collection of their pottery. He 

his talking to us again in August about the 

Swansea Potteries.  

In January we published our booklet about Doctor 

Mary Eppynt Phillips, who was the first woman 

doctor to qualify from a Welsh University. 

In May we had our annual Sunday lunch at Cradoc 

Golf Club, where Seventeen members enjoyed an 

excellent meal, and I would like to thank Joan 

Millard for organising it. 

We finished the year with a very interesting talk by 

Major Gurung about the Gurkhas and Nepal. 

Jennie Williams our webmaster and has been designing the new website, which is now up and running, and I 

would like to thank Jennie for the hard work she has put in setting up the new site. 

Sue Ashton has continued to produce some excellent Newsletters, and I would also like to thank her for them. 

It is hard work finding articles for the Newsletter, so we have decided to produce it Quarterly instead of 

monthly and she would be very pleased to receive articles of interest from any of you. 

Hilary has at last had her hernia operation, and we wish her well for a speedy recovery 

We are now starting our ninth year and have an interesting programme of talks etc commencing with a trip to 

Llanwrtyd Heritage Centre in July, there will be a talk in the centre, and then a tour around the town.                           

I am standing down as chairman and handing over to a new chairman and look forward to seeing you all at 

future meetings. 

Finally I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their hard work and support they have 

provided over the last year, and I look forward to seeing you all at future meetings, and thank you very much 

for your support. 

Robert Eckley 

♦ 

 
Website  

Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk 

Facebook  

The society now has a Facebook page. Check it out at www.facebook.com/breconblfhs 

 

BLFHS Committee 2019-20 
Chair     Glen Harris 
Secretary   Alison Noble 
Treasurer   Eirwen Jones 
 
Committee:  Hilary Williams, Jenni Williams, Sue 
Ashton,  Rob Eckley,  Margaret Sommers   
 
You can find the approved accounts in the 

members' section of the website  
 

http://www.blfhs.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/breconblfhs
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May Meeting Review 

Subject:            History of the Gurkhas in Brecon 
  
The talk by Major (Retd) Guptaman Gurung was very well attended with over 40 attendees, 12 of whom were 
non-members. 

 
Future Meetings 

Meetings will continue to be held in the Brecon Library for the time being as “Y Gaer” is still work in 
progress. It is hoped that occupation of the new building will happen by the middle to late summer this year.  

August   
Date/Time   Tuesday 6th August 2019 2pm 
Place Possibly “Y Gaer” Glamorgan Street, Brecon – but please check beforehand 
Subject History of Swansea Pottery 
 
Ieuan Evans’s knowledge of Welsh pottery and porcelain will be shared with us when he gives his illustrated Talk about 
Swansea Pottery. 
 

September 
Date/Time   Tuesday 2nd September 2019 2pm 
Place Llandrindod Archives 
Subject Visit to Powys Archives 
 
We will look behind the scenes and see some of the highlights of the Archive Collections. Full details of this Visit, nearer 
the event.  
 

October 
Date/Time   Tuesday 1st October 2019 2pm 
Place Possibly “Y Gaer” Glamorgan Street, Brecon – but please check beforehand 
Subject The Great War Imagined – History v Literature 
 
A talk by Arthur Gwynn of Talgarth 
 

November 
Date/Time   Tuesday 5th November 2019 2pm 
Place Possibly “Y Gaer” Glamorgan Street, Brecon – but please check beforehand 
Subject The Catholic Church in Brecon.  
 
Monsignor Clyde Hughes Johnson will talk about the history of the Catholic congregation in Brecon.  Light refreshments 
available. 

 

♦ 

 

 
Don’t forget – I am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me know if you 

have anything you would like to share!!!! 

I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article.  If you are passionate about a 

subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an email at the 

usual address editorblfhs@outlook.com 

 

mailto:editorblfhs@outlook.com

