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Gravestones and their 
stories 
 
As part of our August Monthly Meeting last 
year, we looked at some examples of interesting 
grave stones found whilst the Society recorded 
gravestones in various burial grounds.  
 
The following headstone is in Llanilltyd 
Churchyard, which is near the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Visitor Centre, on Mynydd Illtyd. 
 
This rather nice pink marble, low roof shaped 
monument within a railing, was in excellent 
condition. 
 
I was intrigued by the inscription. 

 
[North side] In affectionate  
remembrance of Ann the beloved wife of 
Eli BAILEY  Mechanical Engineer Merthyr 
Vale who died July 6th  1888 aged  39 
years “Thy will be done”    
[South side] In loving memory of 
Gwenllian Mary the dearly beloved wife of 
Eli BAILEY who died on the 28th day of 
April 1891 aged 40 years.   We loved 
her! Oh!  No tongue can tell, how much 
we loved her and how well   God loved 
her too and thought it best to take her 
home with him to rest. 

 
Who was Eli Bailey and why were his two 
wives buried together? 
 
When Eli Bailey was born in 1836 in 
Bedwellty, Monmouthshire, his father, 
Benjamin [1807–1840], was 29 and his 
mother, Leah nee Davies [1812–1883], 
was 24. They married in 1833 at Llanhilleth 
Parish Church, MON. Benjamin was in the 
coal industry.  He may have been killed in an 
explosion or collapse at Pentwynmawr Colliery in Mynyddislwyn, MON.  
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This month on our website 

 

New Parish pages: Llandefaille, Llangammarch, Llangattock, 

Llangors, Talachddu and Vaynor. 

 

Transcriptions for:  

Llanfihangel Nant Bran. Bethel Welsh Calvinistic Methodist 

Chapel. Births and Baptisms. 1812-1837 

Talgarth. Bethania Chapel. Births and Baptisms, 1813-1837 and 

Bethlehem Chapel, 1801-1837. 

Llanwrtyd Wells.  Gelynos Presbyterian Chapel Baptisms – Little 

Register 1804-1823 and Main Register 1800-1837. 

 

Videos of past meetings: 

No-one in particular. Helen Ball. February 2017 

Ewenny Pottery. Ieuan Evans. February 2018 
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There is a suggestion that Benjamin Bailey may have been descended from the Bailey Family, the Iron and Coal masters, 
with his father being Crawshay Bailey MP [1789 - 1872].  

 
Eli Bailey was one of three siblings, the others being 

 Jesse [1837–1915] 

 Mary Elizabeth [1840–1914] 
 
Eli Bailey’s career can be seen in the censuses etc. as follows: 

 1851: Blacksmith Journeyman 

 1861: Contractor [undefined] 

 1872: Engineer 

 1881: Contractor [undefined] 

 1888: Mechanical Engineer, Merthyr Vale 

 1891: Mining Engineer & manager of Merthyr Vale Collieries 

 1896: Mechanical Engineer 
 
He was married four times and had three sons and three daughters.  
 
His first wife was Naomi Davies [1834–1866] whom he married on 27th August 1854 at St Mary's Church, Risca, 
MON. She died at Rock Cottage, Llangynidr, Breconshire, aged about 32 years, but I cannot find a burial for her. It 
was with Naomi that he had his children: 

 Joseph   [1854–1887] 

 Sarah Ann Ray  [1856–?] 

 Naomi Louisa   [1858-?] 

 Ada   [1860-? ] 

 Crawshay  [1862–1863] 

 Crawshay   [1864–1938 AUS] – Architect & Mechanical  Engineer. He moved to   
   Australia. 

 
His second wife was Ann Perrot [1848–1888] and they married in St James, Swansea, Glamorgan on 4th April 1872. 
Eli was now about 36 years old. Ann was a Brecon girl, her parents having moved to Swansea at some time. There were 
no children from this marriage. Her burial was in the next plot to her parents in Llanilltyd Churchyard, Mynydd Illtyd, 
near Brecon. Elli erected the lovely pink marble grave stone, with two sides, on which was engraved  
“In affectionate  remembrance of Ann the beloved wife of Eli BAILEY  Mechanical Engineer Merthyr Vale who died July 
6th  1888 aged  39 years “Thy will be done”” 
 
No doubt, he expected to be buried there himself one day.
 

Following a short period of bereavement, Eli Bailey’s third marriage was to Gwenllian Mary Jenkins [1851–1891] in 
Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan, on 29 January 1889. Eli was about 53 years old. It was a short, childless marriage, with 
Gwenllian dying on 28 April 1891.  

 
With an empty grave space next to his second wife, Gwenllian was laid to rest alongside Ann, with the following 
inscription added to the memorial stone. 
In loving memory of Gwenllian Mary the dearly beloved wife of Eli BAILEY who died on the 28th day of April 1891 aged 
40 years.   We loved her! Oh!  No tongue can tell, how much we loved her and how well God loved her too and 
thought it best to take her home with him to rest. 
 
Again, following a short period of bereavement, for the fourth time, Eli Bailey married and this time it was to a widow, 
who was proprietor of the Great Western Hotel, Abergavenny.  He married Mrs Eliza Peers nee Symes [1840–1894] in 
Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, in October 1891.  Eliza passed away on 12 June 1894 in Birmingham, Warwickshire, 
at the age of 54. I do not know where she is buried. [n.b FMP has a burial entry for St Mary’s Abergavenny. Eliza 
Bailey of Great Western Hotel. Buried June 15th 1894 aged 57yrs. It is likely that this is her.] 
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Two years later, Eli Bailey died on 11 August 1896 in Rock Cottage Llangynidr, aged 61 years. He is buried alone in 
Llangynidr Parish Churchyard. 

 
The memorial is 
inscribed with “In 
memory of Eli Bailey, 
Mechanical Enginer, 
formerly of Abercarni 
who died at 
Llangynidr August 
11th 1896, aged 61 
years.” 
 
Son Crawshey was 
the benificiary of his 
Will and Eli  left him 
£1,471. 
 
In summing up, Eli 
was obviously well 
thought of by the 
mining community 
and the wider 
community of 

Merthyr Vale. There are many newspaper articles refering to his attendance with other dignitaries at local events. At his 
third marriage to Gwenllian, the newspaper reports a large turn out of the local population to see their wedding at 
Merthyr Parish Church. [From: The Western Mail, 30th January 1889, page 3] 
 
At his retirement event in 1891, when he retired as Manager of the Merthyr Vale Collieries, he was presented with a 
number of “handsome and costly articles” – “a gold watch and chain, a silver tea and coffee service, a box of 
mechanical instruments, a Malacca gold mounted walking stick, and an illuminated address in English, Welsh and Irish”. 
All the workmen and friends at the collieries had subscribed to the gifts. It was said that “he had benefited every man in 
the locality withoput exception.” 
[From: South Wales Daily News, 15th January 1891, page 6] 

Hilary Williams 

♦ 

 

Emmeline Lewis Lloyd. Welsh mountaineer 
From the beginning of the 19th century there had been a steady stream of women who 

wanted to prove that they could take part in any sport and mountaineering was one that 

offered them not only a challenge but also the exhilaration of overcoming nature’s most 

extreme landscape. 

Emmeline Lewis Lloyd was born in Radnorshire in 1827 the second daughter of Thomas 

Lewis Lloyd of Nantgwyllt and his wife Anna Elizabeth Davies. Thomas was a JP and had 

been High Sheriff of Cardiganshire in 1822. The estate of Nantgwyllt was located in the 

Elan Valley and consisted of the house and a small community around. The village and 

Nantgwyllt itself was lost when the valley was flooded to create the Caban Coch Reservoir 

between 1893 and 1906.  

 

Emmeline Lewis Lloyd 
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Baptism entry for Emmeline. 14.11.1827. St Cynllo, Llangoedmore, Cardiganshire. 

 

Emmeline’s birth. 

 North Wales Chronicle.22.11.1827 

 

 

Nantgwyllt House was believed to have been built during medieval times and owned by the Powell family. After it was 

purchased by the Howells in 1579 Howells’ daughter 

Elizabeth married Thomas Lewis Lloyd, Emmeline’s 

grandfather. The position of the house within its 

landscape attracted the young poet Shelley and he 

spent some time there even attempting to lease it at 

one point.  After he failed the story goes that he 

marked that he had been there by scratching his 

details into a pane of glass with his diamond ring. The 

pane was removed by Emmeline’s sister, Margaret 

Gertrude, before the house disappeared under the 

reservoir but its location to this day is unknown. 

Letters1 between Thomas and John Davies of 

Gwardolau, his temporary estate manager tell that between late 1843 and 1844 he took his family to France, settling 

in Bolougne. He was considered a bit of a liberal and maybe decided to move himself away from the unsettling events at 

home before he found himself torn between the rights and wrongs of what came to be known as the Rebecca Riots. The 

riots were over by 1843 and in the census of 1851 we find them back at Nantgwyllt. Emmeline had three sisters; Anna  

[b.1826], Margaret Gertrude [b. 1831] and Elizabeth [b. 1832] as well as a brother, Robert [b.186]. They appear to 

have had a rarefied life as the household shows five servants.  

Emmeline was apparently a lover of the outdoor life and was fond of hiking, fishing and otter catching. In one report2 

she spent over 17 hours trying to land a large salmon. 

Despite her best efforts the line broke and the fish 

escaped. But it was apparently an event which resulted in 

much jubilation and celebration amongst the village folk 

as they turned out to watch as the light began to fade. 

After leaving home she moved to Llandyfaelogfach near 

Brecon and bred mountain ponies although there is little 

proof in the newspapers of the day to show whether she 

showed them at the local fairs and county shows. Given 

that she began her climbing exploits around 1861 [ she 

does not appear in the census at this time so is perhaps 

already in Europe] it is probable that she did not begin her farming and breeding in earnest until after she retired from 

mountain climbing and moved to Llandyfaelog Fach. One entry in the Brecon County Times for December 21st 1883 

p.5 mentions that Miss Lewis Lloyd of Llandefaelog House had provided a calf which she had fed up for the Meat Show, 

to the butcher Mr E Maund of Castle Street, Brecon. This was near Christmas time when the shops of Brecon were  
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prepared for the display of their Christmas goods. The census of 1881 shows that she was certainly living in 

Llandyfaelog House at around this time and seem to provide some support to the view that she was farming in the area.  

Between the 1840’s and 50’s she led the life of a lady of leisure spending time in Aberyswyth which at that time was 
trying to present itself as a seaside resort. The building of the railway line from Machynlleth reached Aberystwyth in 
1864 closely followed by a link to Carmarthen. The line opened at Easter 1869 accompanied by the opening of the 
Grand Pier.  With the railway travel to Aberystwyth became easier creating a tourist boom and the moniker of 
Aberystwyth as the “Biarritz of Wales”. Many hotels were built at this time but not all were completed. What is known 
as the Old College in the town was once intended to be The Castle Hotel but the builder went bankrupt before it could 
be completed. It was sold to the Welsh National University Committee who wanted to establish a Welsh University. The 
new university opened in the old hotel building in 1872. You can still see the unfinished elements of the building. Many 
of the cornices were only half carved or not carved at all.  Emmeline spent more than one summer here and her liking 
for the place preceded the tourist boom. In 1858 she is found staying at the Belle Vue Royal Hotel3 on the seafront 

and in 1873 has taken a house on Marine Terrace4 with her brother Robert and his family and a Mrs Williams, 
presumably her sister Elizabeth who had married William Williams, a clerk in holy orders at the time of their marriage.  

Towards the end of her life she was a spectator at the celebrations held when the Prince of Wales was installed as the 
Chancellor of the new welsh university in 1896.5  The newspapers of the day listed all the train arrivals and spectators 
of note as well as details of the procession and the ceremony. 

Her climbing exploits began in the early 1860’s when mountaineering by women was beginning to become more 
common. Between 1854 and 1880 women climbed most of the major alpine summits for the first time and Emmeline 
was in good company along with others such as Anna and Ellen Pigeon and Lucy Walker. During her visits to the Alps 
she made friends with one Jean Charlet who she persuade to accompany her back to Nantgwyllt to be a groom. After a 
year he returned to the Alps but went on to become her climbing guide. Along with Joseph Simond he accompanied her 
and her friend Isabella on their attempts to climb Aguille de Moine, the Matterhorn and Mount Viso. 

Mary Isabella Straton was born in Willsbridge, Gloucestershire. Where she and Isabella met is not known but in the 
1851 census Isabella (as she was more commonly known) was living with her family in La Vallette, Channel Islands. By 
the time they became friends Isabella was financially independent having inherited from both her parents, her father 
dying in 18516. She and Emmeline arrived in Chamonix in the Alps sometime in the very early 1860’s where they spent 
time hiking, horse-riding and climbing.  

In 1865 Emmeline climbed Mont Blanc and became only the eighth woman to do so. In 1869 she and Isabella 
attempted to climb the Matterhorn but were turned back by rockfalls. Not dissuaded, in 1870 she and Isabella 
completed their ascent of Mount Viso the highest mountain in the Cottian Alps located in Italy near the French border. 
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 This was followed up in 1871 with the ascent of Aguille de Moine a granite pyramid facing Mont Blanc and which at 
11,194ft requires climbers to abseil on their descent. The Mount Viso achievement was reported in the newspapers of 

the day7. This was unusual as it 
was considered unwomanly to 
take part in such activities. 
Women climbers were often 
disparaged for all manner of 
things and if mentioned at all 
in articles or newspaper reports 

were only mentioned by their initials. Isabella continued to climb with her guide Jean Charlet and in 1876 made the first 
winter ascent of Mont Blanc by a woman8. She married Jean Charlet in 1876 and settled in Argentiere, Chamonix. She 
died in 1918 and was buried in Argentiere. 

 

After she retired from climbing Emmeline is 
recorded as living in a variety of places. 
The 1873 mention of her visit to 
Aberystwyth records her abode as 
Glanhonddu which was a large country 
house some few miles outside Brecon. An 
advert in the Western Mail of 1870 
describes the house as available for rent9. A 
Mrs Lewis Lloyd is living there in 1871 and 
1875 10 as evidenced by reports in the 
Brecon County Times and Cardiff Times 
about the local horticultural shows where 
she won a number of prizes for her fruit 
and vegetables. It would seem her mother 
moved there after leaving Nantgwyllt and 
Emmeline retired there after her climbing exploits were over.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
By 1881 Emmeline, her widowed mother and her sister, Margaret Gertrude appear to have left Glanhonddu and are 
recorded as living at Llandyfaelog House, Llandyfaelog where she presumably carried on with the breeding of her farm 
animals and mountain ponies.  She spent the next twenty years at Llandyfaelog but by 1901 is recorded as living in St 
Mary’s cottage, Llandilofar.  Still a lady of 
means she supports both a housekeeper and a 
housemaid. By 1911 she has moved to 
Dolgellau and is a boarder in the house of 
Benjamin Roberts. There does not seem to be a 
familial link to the inhabitants so perhaps she 
just wanted some sea air.  

She died at 14 Hampstead Hill Gardens in 
September 1913 and her body was conveyed 
back to Wales and buried at Llansanfraidd 
Cwmteuddwr where a memorial celebrates her 
life and exploits. Why she went to London is  

Glanhonddu. House for rent 

Brecon County Times 12.8.1871 p.3 
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unclear as again, there does not seem to be a family link with the inhabitants who in 1911 are listed as boarders 
headed by a professional nurse. Could it have been a care home of sorts? 

 

       

 

Emmeline Lewis Lloyd burial entry.26.9.1913. Llansanfraidd Cwmteuddwr 

 

Emmeline’s life was full of achievement. She proved that women could take part in exploits previously the domain of men 
and in doing so helped to foster the greater emancipation of women.  

Sue Ashton 
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♦ 

Death notice. Western Mail. 27.9.1913. P.9 

BRECONSHIRE STRAYS 

GLAMORGAN ARCHIVES  

Pre-nuptial settlement 

 

John Bullock of Brecon esq. and Sarah Lloyd of Brecon 

sp. 2 August 1755 

Glamorgan Archives ref DART/W/383/1 

 

Marriage Settlement 

 

William Morgan of Coychurch and Margaret (dau of 

James Price) of Glynllech, County Brecon. 1870 

Glamorgan Archives ref: DBJ/F/213 

 

Wills 

 

Probate of will of Elizabeth Maund of the Struet, Brecon. 

Spr. 21 Sept.1869. Proved 7 July 1879. 

Glamorgan Archives Ref: DXGE47/4 

 

 

Seen outside a church…. 

Adam blamed Eve 

Eve blamed the snake 

And the snake did not have a leg to 

stand on…… 

♦ 

[Passed on to me from Margaret 

Sommers] 



P a g e  | 8 

Snippets from the local Newspapers  

[These may be accessible at the new library when it 

reopens after the “Covid-19” shutdown] 

An advert in the 18th August 1921 edition of The Brecon 

County Times:  

Rich & Sons, Brecon agents for: “The Famous Overland 

Touring Car reduced from £495 to £395” The description 

of the car refers to the styles: “Roadster, Coupe, Sedan, 

Landaulette and Van. All are completely equipped, 

including Electric Starter and Lighting Set.”  Finally interested parties are encouraged thus: “It is advisable to place your 

order immediately to secure the benefit of the reduction on THE ECONOMY CAR.”  

The contact telephone number tells us a great deal: “Telephone 

23”  

* 

E.E.M. was a local historian who sent in articles to The Brecon 

County Times in the 1920’s under the heading of “Breconshire 

Notes and Queries” and this one dated January, 19. 1923, 

was on ‘Agriculture in 1840’  

A prize of two guineas was offered to the “three Labourers in 

Husbandry (not having received a similar premium from this 

society), who shall have brought the greatest number of 

legitimate children in honest industry, to seven years of age  

and upwards, without ever having received parochial aid, the 

eldest child so brought up not exceeding the age of 25 years 

at the time of applying for the premium.”  

Brecon Public Houses - part 1: Llanfaes  

This list of historic Public Houses includes modern property identification, where possible, as at March 2020. There may 

have been other pubs in Llanfaes.   

Bridge Street:  
Skinners Arms at Ty Henry Vaughan entrance; Ship also named Horse & Jockey a private house; Old Greyhound at Ty 
llltud; New Greyhound Inn which became a Coffee Tavern is private accommodation; Rose & Crown at Llanfaes Dairy 
Ice Cream Parlour and Bridge End also named Old White Lion and Old Vine Spirit Vaults is Powell Art Centre. 

   
Orchard Street  
Cross Keys at “Newlands” private house; Vine a private house; Flag & Castle a private House; 
Coach & Horses a Guest House; Farmer’s Arms at the car park; Tradesman’s Arms a private house; Crown is Christ 
College accommodation; Three Horse Shoes is still in business; Butchers Arms  a private house;  New Buck a private 
house; Turner’s Arms  is a Christ College rebuild; also Old Buck and Square & Compass. 
 
Church Street 
Black Lion Fawr a modern private house; Black Lion Fach a private house; Castle House and Malt House. 
 
Newgate Street 
Drovers Arms closed February 2020; Red Cow a private house; New Inn and Horse & Crown 

 

The Beacon 

This free A5 monthly glossy magazine 
distributed in recon and its surrounding villages 
contains a “Your History” column, contributed 

by the BLFHS, which often offers an 
interesting article about the area. This quarter: 

a cornucopia of subjects 
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Brecon and the Demon Drink. 

John Wood’s 1834 Brecknock Town Plan identifies 47 Public 

Houses in Brecon Town and suburbs: Llanfaes - 12; the Watton - 

10; the Struet – 4; the rest were scattered through the middle of 

town and suburbs. 

As well as selling alcohol, the public houses were gambling dens and 

in the eighteenth century, the venues for cock fighting.  

In 1775, a cock fight was advertised at the Greyhound Inn in Bridge 

Street, Llanfaes, between “the gentlemen of Brecon and the 

gentlemen of Carmarthen”. 

Public Houses had to be licensed and landlords were often in trouble 

for selling alcohol out of hours, or for watering down the alcohol. 

In the Victorian era, Llanfaes became known for its anti-social 

behaviour due to drunkenness – breaking of gas lamps and shop windows, stealing from gardens, assaults and fighting 

in the streets and particularly on a Saturday night, domestic violence. 

The Temperance Movement, a response to drunkenness and the associated social ills, led to some public houses becoming 

Coffee Taverns which only sold non-alcoholic drinks. By 1918, the New Greyhound Public House, in Bridge Street, had 

become the New Greyhound Coffee Tavern. 

John Wood’s Town Plan: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Brecknock_town_plan_4669580.jpg  

© Breconshire Local & Family History Society 

♦ 

Meeting Reports 

February 2020 – a visit to the newly opened y Gaer building led by Curator Nigel Blackamore.  An excellent visit with 
huge insight into the construction of the new building and its integration with the Shire Hall.  Attended by 21 members. 

 
Website  

Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk 

Facebook  

The society now has a Facebook page. Check it out at www.facebook.com/breconblfhs 

Future Meetings 

Meetings for the foreseeable future have been cancelled in the light of developments around the “Covid-19” 
virus. 

  

  

  

  

  

BRECONSHIRE STRAYS 

MONMOUTHSHIRE 

CWMCARVEN 

Marriages 

3 June 1816 

James Hall, St Mary, town of Brecon bachelor 

[&] 

Honor Williams, otp, spinster 

Witnesses: Eliza Ford, Thomas Davis. Licence 

All parties signed 

 

 

Website Statistics. Jan – Mar 2020 
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