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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR MEMBERS 

♦ 

Why were Chapel Registers 

surrendered in 1837? 

The parish pages of the BLFHS website have transcriptions of 

Non-conformist Registers; most transcriptions are of the 

registers sent to London in 1837 and which were not 

returned. The chapels had to buy new registers out of their 

often limited funds. Why did they comply in giving up their 

registers and what was it all about? 

Non-conformist chapels or meeting houses had been 

tolerated since the late seventeenth century. Breconshire has 

several examples of early chapels: Maesyrberllan in Talachddu 

parish, Bailyheulog in Gwenddwr parish, Aber chapel near 

Talybont and the ruined Tredustan near Talgarth. There were 

no regulations concerning the registers of chapels whereas 

the registers of the parish church were governed by Acts of 

Parliament and were accepted as legal documents. This 

meant that parish register entries were accepted as evidence 

of inheritance, or age, in court cases, but chapel register 

entries were not. 

The increase in the population in the growing industrial areas 

during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century 

stimulated government interest in having more information 

about the nation. The growth of Non-conformism during the 

same period meant that church registers did not have a 

complete picture of the parish. The advantages of having a 

system of civil registration together with regular censuses 

were realised by the government. Civil registration would 

provide reliable statistics for the authorities and legal proof 

of births, marriages and deaths for individuals after it came 

into force in 1837.  Church registers would prove events 

before that but not for those people who had had non-

conformist baptisms or burials. 

The solution was to call in Non-conformist registers and 

examine them to see if they were of an acceptable standard.  

If they were they would receive a stamp of approval and 

become part of the General Register Offices as did records of civil registration. 
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This month on our website 
As well as the regular maintenance tasks to keep 
our website running smoothly, John has added 
several new items since the last Newsletter. 
 

Parish Pages 
MI’s in the graveyard of St Illtyd’s Church, 
Llanilltud, on Mynydd Illtyd.  
[For more detailed information on this work see 
later in the Newsletter] 
[updated 17 December 2016] 
www.blfhs.co.uk/members/parishes/ 
 

Newsletter 
Newsletter 61 (the one you are now reading) 
www.blfhs.co.uk/members/newsletters.htm 
 

Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meeting report for January 2017. Sound 
files and slide presentations from Helen Ball and 

Hilary Williams relating to the 1901 Project. 
Magic Lantern Show and main talk by Conan Daly 

of Brecknock Museum 
www.blfhs.co.uk/members/meetings/170110.htm 

 
Minutes of Committee Meeting held 24 November 
2016 [updated 21January 2017] 

www.blfhs.co.uk/members/docs/minutes.htm 
 

Members’ News Pages 
List of members’ interests  
[updated 21 January 2017] 
www.blfhs.co.uk/members/news.htm 
 

Public News Pages 
[updated 21 January 2017] 
www.blfhs.co.uk/news.htm 
 

Noticeboard 
Announcements and forthcoming events 

[updated 21 January 2017] 

www.blfhs.co.uk/noticeboard.htm 
 
 
Don’t forget! Check the News Pages every few 

days and the Noticeboard at least weekly. 
 

http://www.blfhs.co.uk/members/parishes/
http://www.blfhs.co.uk/members/newsletters.htm
http://www.blfhs.co.uk/members/meetings/170110.htm
http://www.blfhs.co.uk/members/docs/minutes.htm
http://www.blfhs.co.uk/news.htm
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If there was a part of the register that did not meet the standard then the acceptable part would be specified, as 

happened with the register of Bethania Chapel in Talgarth. The unauthenticated registers were not returned to the 

chapels but were stored separately in the General Register Office. 

Not every chapel agreed to send in their register. Daniel Davis the minister of the Presbyterian Chapel in Cefn Coed y 

Cymmer in Vaynor parish wrote a refusal. 

 [I] have no objection to produce [it] when the Registrar will 
call, the people have particular objection to send it to 
London as it is necessary for them to refer to it for their 
Age, when they enter into [the] Benefit Society etc. which 
they can’t have from your Office without great trouble and 
Expense. 

Bethlehem Chapel in Talgarth bought a new register and 

the minister copied out every entry in the original so that 

there was a record of the entries locally.  

The surrendered registers are now in the National Archives 

at Kew and can be viewed there.  

Some chapel records which were not surrendered, such as 

Troedrhiwdaler in Llanafan parish, are in the care of the 

National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth, others are in 

various locations and some have been lost.  

The list of surrendered chapels’ records that were in the General Register Office and are now at the National Archives is 
searchable at http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/record?catid=12173&catln=3 
  
The National Library of Wales has published Cofrestri Anghydffurfiol Cymru/Nonconformist Registers of Wales ed. 
Dafydd Ifans (NLW, Aberystwyth, 1994, out of print). 
The NLW’s holdings can be searched at 
http://discover.library.wales/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=44WHELF_NLW_VU1.  
In the search box select “In the Library” and use search term “chapel records of Wales” 
 

Mary Zorkoczy, Transcription Group Co-ordinator 
 

♦ 

 
 
 

 

Ruins of Tredustan Chapel. Photo courtesey of Rob Eckley 

 

 

 

Example of an official stamp 

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/record?catid=12173&catln=3
http://discover.library.wales/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=44WHELF_NLW_VU1
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The Parish Coffin 
As mentioned in Newsletter 58 here is another custom of note. The article1 on which this is based was sent to 
me by Viv Parry but I have added to it with a little of my own research. 

Before the eighteenth century coffins were uncommon, the deceased being buried wrapped in a shroud or if 
noble or of higher birth, sealed in a stone coffin.  By the late 18th century coffins were more and more in 
evidence but those who could not afford one, usually the paupers of the parish, were buried using the 
common “parish coffin”.  In Llywel and Ystradgynlais the coffin was kept in the church porch ready to be sent 

to the house of any deceased pauper.  The body would be 
placed in the coffin and transported to the burial ground 
where the wrapped body was taken from it and placed in 
the grave. In some instances there was less decorum and 
when the coffin arrived at the burial spot it would be 
upended so that the corpse lay face down.  When graves 
were opened in the future and the body was found to be 
face down it led to a belief that the person has somehow 
been buried alive and on coming to consciousness had 
“turned” in their grave, seeking a way out rather than 
that they had been buried during the period when the 
parish coffin was in use.   

Although by1787 the practice was largely discontinued 
(it was argued that using the same coffin for many 

different people was a method of spreading disease and contagion) reports in the press reveal that the notion 
of the parish coffin continued. This coffin was one paid for by the Guardians out of parish funds and used 
only once being buried with the said pauper. Despite this no-one, not even the paupers of the parish, really 
wanted to be buried using one for the shame it evidenced.  The Brecon County Times of October 17th 1868 
reports a man called John Banks ordering his own coffin after his wife remonstrates with him about the 
amount of money he drank away at the local inn and that he would drink himself to death in penury and have 
to be buried using the parish coffin.  He apparently was so humiliated by this he immediately went out and 
ordered himself a coffin which he planned to keep at home ready for the event of his death.  His wife, 
however, refused to allow it over the threshold and it was sent to the local ale house instead. Eventually it 
ended up back at the coffin makers whereupon a simple plate was attached bearing his name with space for 
the future date of his death. Other instances of the parish coffin tell of bodies being too long for the simple 
structure or too heavy.  Most were not built using expensive woods but were often made with offcuts of elm. 
In 1873 the Dolgelly Board of Guardians2 investigated a reports that the workhouse coffin maker, Mr Lewis 
Roberts of Dolgelly, having found the coffin too short for the pauper in question cut off the head to enable 
the body to fit. Much consternation followed this accusation and there were calls to exhume the body but 
after much thought and investigation the Guardians decided that there was no evidence to support the 
allegation. Other families, again not wishing to have a parish coffin, asked the Guardians of the Poor for a 
contribution to enable the family to buy a better coffin for their deceased relative. In Dolgelly, again at a 
meeting of the Dolgelly Board of Guardians3, a request was made for 14s to help with the expense. The 
Guardians agreed to provide this but went on to pass a resolution that in the future they would only provide 
the cost of a parish coffin and that if the relatives wanted something more expensive they would have to bear 
the full cost themselves.  The fact that something like a parish coffin existed at all during the early 18th and 
19th century’s show just how much poverty there was and how many died in penury.  
1A Breconshire Burial Custom. County Times. August 27th 1925 
1Other sources: Archaeologia Cambrensis  - Third Series No.XIV April 1858,  
2Monmouthshire Merlin. 30th May 1873. P.1 
3The Herald. 17th February 1888. P.5 

♦ 

An example of a parish coffin (this is one from Howden, 
East Yorkshire). Photo: Richard Croft  

 

http://europeana-journals.llgc.org.uk/browse/listissues/llgc-id:2919943
http://europeana-journals.llgc.org.uk/browse/listarticles/llgc-id:2919943/llgc-id:3014240


P a g e  | 4 

 

Free Online Resources 
There are lots of free resources out 
there on the Internet.  Copy and 
paste the web addresses into your 
browser. 

 

Newspapers can be a rich source of 
information about families and the 
places in which they lived.  Here are a 
few free databases which might help 
you break down a brick wall or two.  

 

National Library of Wales.  Contains over 
100 titles which you can search and 
access for free online. Images can be 
seen of the resultant articles. 

http://newspapers.library.wales/ 

 

ELIPHIND 

Contains mainly Australian and US titles 
but if you are looking for ancestors who 
may have emigrated this site might be of 
use. There are over 2,000 current titles 
and the actual image of the report can 
be seen. 

www.elephind.com 

 

TROVE 

Australian resources including 
newspapers, books, maps and other 
interesting documents. Again, if you are 
trying to trace ancestors who have 
emigrated this site might be of use. 

www.trove.nla.gov.au 

 

 

♦ 
 

Free Genealogy Course 
Update:  This month I began the MOOC (Massive Online Open Course) on “Researching your Family Tree” run by 
Strathclyde University.  So far we have been introduced to the basics which set the scene.  We have been told about the 
resources such as the Censuses and Parish Records as well as which constitute primary and which secondary sources.  
Most of this I have been familiar with but it will be interesting to move further and further into the subject as the weeks 
go by. There are useful blogs which can be read as well as the opportunity to comment on the different elements being 
discussed. I am looking forward to getting into the deeper elements of the subject as I hope to recap on things I know 
as well as learn about new sources about which I am unfamiliar. From time to time I will report how it is developing.  

 
♦ 

BRECONSHIRE STRAYS 

LLANELAN 

Baptisms 

Josiah s/o Sarah Andrews, Llanelly, single woman.  13 April 1823 

Francis s/o Francis Francis of Crickhowell, surgeon, and Elizth Williams, of this 

parish, single woman 20 April 1849 

 

Burials 

Anne child of John Griffith of Llanelly. 7 July 1789 

Wm Gunter aged 1 year from Crickhowell. 24 April 1808 

Ann Davies, Crickhowell. Buried 1 Feb. 1815 aged 76 

Mary Ann Jones, Crickhowell. Buried 13 March 1841 aged 13mths 

James Edwards, Llanelly. Buried 7 January 1844. Aged 7yrs 

Penelope Edwards, Llanelly, bur 22 Apr 1845, aged 52 

Elizth Davies Llanelly, bur 3 Nov 1845. [No age shown] 

Hannah Powell, Llanelly, bur 14 Jan 1847, aged 55 

Edward Davies, Llanelly, bur 7 Oct 1847, aged…mths 

Ann Davies, Llanelly, bur 12 Jan 1850, aged 3 days 

Jane Davies, Llanelly, bur 9 Jun 1860, aged 18yrs. Service in Welsh 

Henry Davies, Llanelly, bur 19 Nov 1860, aged 12yrs 

Ann Gwillim Rumsey, parish of Llanbeder, bur 17 Oct 1882, aged 48 

Peter Davies, Crickhowell, bur 16 Jun 1849, aged 6wks 

Mary Ann Davies, Penpedrheol, Crickhowell, bur 29 Aug 1894, aged 33 

 

LLANTHEWY SKIRRID (near Abergavenny) 

 

Burials  

Philip Berrell of Brecon, buried 21 June 1883 aged 67 

Bridget Benett? Of Brecon, buried 29 June 1899 aged 78 

(Handwriting not easy to decipher) 

Annie Morgan, Llanbedr Village, Llanbedr, buried 3 Feb 1919 aged 34 

Charles Thomas Mayo, Killi? Farm, Llangattock, Breconshire buried 26 July 

1921 aged 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://newspapers.library.wales/
http://www.elephind.com/
http://www.trove.nla.gov.au/
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This month on our website – further information  

The entry in “This month on our website” notes the results of our project to survey the MIs in the 
graveyard of St Illtyd’s Church, Llanilltud, on Mynydd Illtyd. These include all the transcribed 
monumental inscriptions, photos of all the gravestones, indexes to surnames and place-names, 
transcribed burial records, a plan of the graveyard, and a description of the history of the area. 
The new pages can be accessed EITHER by choosing MIs from the Resources drop-down menu on the 
Members’ homepage OR by going to the Defynnog parish pages and clicking the Parish 
Records button. To access Defynnog pages, go to the Members’ homepage, click on 
the Parishes button and select Defynnog from the table of parishes. 

John has also reorganised the access to all of our MI’s to make it easier for new ones to be added as 
they become available. 

 
♦ 
 

Website Statistics 
John Ball has extracted statistics revealing how many people accessed our website and whilst there, what information 
they were most interested in. These will help us to plan what kinds of information we add in the future. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stats extracted 18 January 2017 

 

 

 

 

♦ 

 

December Meeting Review. 
There was no meeting in December as is usual but the Society was involved in a number of Christmas events.   

Christmas Market 26th November [Brecon with Bells on]. 

Here is Hilary’s report.   
We had a stall in the marquee, thanks to Rob’s arrangements. Rob was supported by Vi Evans, Kathryn Kelly, Glen 
Harris, Ann Voss, and myself as we took turns to man the stall in pairs from 10 am until 7pm. 

BLFHS Website Stats month by month 

Month 
Unique 
visitors 

Number of 
visits 

Pages Hits 

Jul 2016 411 938 2,249 6,189 

Aug 2016 544 907 1,835 5,342 

Sep 2016 465 1,045 1,896 5,537 

Oct 2016 470 1,115 2,482 7,156 

Nov 2016 506 1,048 2,220 6,030 

Dec 2016 441 1,207 2,174 5,721 

Jan 2017 283 673 1,184 3,526 

Total 
(2017) 

283 673 1,184 3,526 

 

 

Top Ten Downloads (Dec 2016) 

Download file Hits 

Mynydd Illtyd 
Mountain Centre panels 
(PDF) 

48 

Newsletter 2 (PDF) 45 

Newsletter 10 (PDF) 41 

Newsletter 43 (PDF) 39 

Newsletter 60 (PDF) 37 

Newsletter 14 (PDF) 34 

Brecon Nonconformist 
Registers (PDF) 

34 

Newsletter 4 (PDF) 34 

Newsletter 22 (PDF) 33 

Newsletter 30 (PDF) 33 
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The result was that a massive 22 copies of Rob’s Book was sold 
as well as 4 copies of Law and Disorder and 4 copies of Two 
Walks in Brecon Town. 
Eirwen will be pleased to know that the books balanced at the 
end of the session and we took £219 in total. Not a bad days 
work and worth suffering the cold. Thank goodness it was dry!! 
  

Thank you so much to the volunteers who manned the 
stalls and to Rob for his organisation of the event. And of 
course for producing the book!! 
  
By the way, we have discovered a smooth operator 
amongst our ranks. Kathryn is a great sales lady and is 
able to spot a potential buyer from afar!! We had a lot of 
fun today. 
  

 

 

The Christmas Tree Festival held between the 9th and 12th 
of December.  
 
 
The Christmas Tree Festival was a great success for us. We did have a few 
problems getting the tree where we wanted it so that children could fill in 
the Family Tree templates and peg them onto our tree but we got there in 
the end! 
We went through about 50 tree templates, most of which were put onto the 
tree, as can be seen in the photos attached. Ours was the only interactive 
tree for families and I think it was a great success. Thank you to all who 
helped to put and maintain the tree over the weekend. 
 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine & Hilary 

  

Glen and Ann
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♦ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
♦ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Don’t forget – I am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me 

know if you have anything you would like to share!!!! 

I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article.  If you are passionate about 

a subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an 

email at the usual address editorblfhs@outlook.com 

 

mailto:editorblfhs@outlook.com
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Website 

Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk 

Next Meeting 
Date/Time: Tuesday February 7th 2017 2pm  

Place:  Brecon Library 

 
Subject:  1901 à la Carte & Family History 

  Helen Ball will show us how to view Family History and Local History in Wales through the magnifying 
  glass of the Census 1901 
 

 
 

 

 

♦ 
 

 

http://www.blfhs.co.uk/

