
 1

Breconshire Local & Family History Society (BLFHS) 
Cymdeithas Hanes Lleol a Theuluoedd Brycheiniog 

 
Newsletter 8 – February 2012 

 
 
Welcome to our eighth Newsletter. We invite you to contribute articles, 
tips, questions and answers for others to share. Feedback is always welcome. 

February Meeting Review 
Subject: “Houses in Brecon”, with Mervyn Jenkins of B Jenkins and Sons Ltd, Brecon. 
Mr Jenkins enthralled the large audience with his PowerPoint presentation of the legacy of houses 
as well as church, chapel and other renovations completed by his family firm in Brecon. Mr Jenkins, 
now in his 90s, recounted powerful memories of the changes which had taken place during his long 
and productive life. The audience showed their appreciation of this well-known and respected 
speaker, who is still very active in the community. 
A sound recording and slide show of this presentation is now available on the Members’ section of 
our website: select Meetings from the Resources the drop-down list. 

Traditional Christmas and New Year celebrations (Y Gwyliau) – follow-up 
BLFHS member Jennifer Lewis kindly responded by e-mail to this item in last month’s Newsletter. I 
quote: 

Re Christmas holly 
In our house (I was brought up on a Radnorshire farm) holly had to be burnt on the fire 
before the 12 days of Xmas was up, otherwise it was unlucky. 
According to W. H. Howse, who wrote the book Radnorshire in 1949, "Mistletoe had to be 
hung up on Christmas Day and kept until the following Christmas. Holly, too, must not be 
brought into the house until Christmas Day; it was taken down on Twelfth Night and kept to 
kindle the fire under pancakes on Shrove Tuesday" 
I was told you should take down holly and burn it in the fire before Twelfth Night, otherwise 
it was considered unlucky. 

Thank you, Jennifer, for your response. The book to which Jennifer referred is Radnorshire, by W. H. 
Rouse, published by E. J. Thurston, 1949 

A Good Read 
Clock and Watch Makers in Wales, by Iorwerth C. Peate, National Museum of Wales Welsh Folk 
Museum, 1975 edition; ISBN: 0 85485 033 3. 
Following on from my short article in Newsletter 2, and more information supplied by member Glyn 
Powell in Newsletter 4, I thought readers might be interested in Iorwerth Peate’s book, which I 
rediscovered in my husband, Owen’s, extensive personal library. 
This work offers a succinct general history of clocks and watchmaking and then provides a more 
detailed account of this highly skilled trade in Wales. The book also includes a list of clock and 
watch makers in Wales during the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. 
Breconshire clock and watch makers are listed as follows, and more information is provided for 
most of those named: 

George James Allen 
William Attwell 
Thomas Bannister 
Edwin Buswell 
Thomas Clatworthy 
Benjamin Davies 
John Davies 
Samuel Davies 

William Davies 
Evan Evans 
William Griffith 
Thomas Howells 
Ingram family 
David James 
William James 
Evan Jenkins 

John Bartholomew Jenkins 
James Jones 
John Jones 
Joshua Jones 
William Jones 
John Lloyd 
George Lomax 
John Madocks 
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Henry Marcus 
Alfred Harry Mayall 
William Powell 
Joseph Preece 
David Lloyd Price 
Lewis William Price 
Thomas Protheroe 
John Roberts 
Joseph Schwer 
Shenkyn Shon 

George Henry Simmons 
Henry Skarratt 
James Smith 
Charles Stewart 
John  Thomas 
Varier/Verier family 
William Watkin 
Richard Watkin 
Richard Webb 
William Webb 

George Whitfield 
Daniel Williams 
David Williams 
Evan Williams 
Griffith Williams 
John Williams 
Rees Williams 
William Williams. 

If you’d like additional information about any of the above names and cannot access Iorwerth 
Peate’s book, please contact Hilary Williams (details below) who will do look ups for you. 
The attached pages from Peate’s book are particularly interesting.  The poem Y Cloc by Dafydd ap 
Gwilym makes one of the earliest references to a clock in Europe. Moreover, scholars have 
suggested that the poem refers to the environment around Brecon. 

Quite by chance I came across a website of Dafydd ap Gwilym’s poems, including the whole of the 
poem Y Cloc in Welsh and with an English translation. This website is very useful if you want to read 
in Welsh, or in translation, and listen to the poems of this great fourteenth century Welsh poet. 
From his poetry we get a glimpse of high medieval Wales. The site also gives details about the 
manuscripts where these poems are found. 
Dafydd ap Gwilym website: http://www.dafyddapgwilym.net/ 
Webpage containing Y Cloc: http://www.dafyddapgwilym.net/eng/3win.htm 

NEXT MEETINGS 

 Date and time:  Monday, 5th March 2012 at 10:00 am. 
 Venue:  Powys Archives, County hall, Llandrindod Wells 
 Subject:  “Using the Archives” with Catherine Richards 
   (NB: This is a booking only event) 

 Date and time:  Sunday, 11th March 2012 at 12:00 pm. 
 Venue:  Bishops Meadow Restaurant, Brecon 
 Subject:  Society Annual Lunch, with entertainment provided by Robert Eckley 

(booking essential) 
Please note that there is no Wednesday Meeting at Brecon Library in March. 

The next Wednesday meeting is scheduled for 4th April, details below. 

 Date and time:  Wednesday, 4th April 2012 at 2:00 pm. 
 Venue:  Brecon Library, Ship Street, Brecon 
 Subject:  “Market Towns in Herefordshire” with Penny Platts 

BLFHS WEBSITE 
The new website address: www.blfhs.co.uk 

CONTACT DETAILS 
If you wish to respond to or comment on an item in this newsletter, or contribute to the next 
newsletter or to our website, please contact our Chairperson: 
Hilary Williams 
Maesycoed 
39 Camden Road 
Brecon  LD3 7RT 
Tel: 01874 624432 
E-mail: williams.o.h@ic24.net 
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